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not be worth pur-

chasing--read it at 

the library”, five 

stars will mean “you 

can’t write without a 

copy of this on your 

bookshelf.”  I hope 

this will clarify our 

reviews. 

Until next time, 

enjoy Spring and the 

Spring issue. 

 

 

W 
ow, a 

n e w 

s e a -

s o n .  

Although Spring is-

n’t my favorite sea-

son, it runs a close 

second to autumn. 

Since Spring is a 

time of new begin-

nings, we thought 

we’d dedicate this 

issue to some new 

looks at some old 

writing subjects.  

Included in this issue 

is a new perspective 

on how creative 

writing courses help 

you become a better 

writer, insights on 

the reality of being a 

writer, how to write 

an article while you 

are at your creative 

best, and an old sub-

ject we all need to 

revisit, how to use 

punctuation. 

Also we have a 

new cartoonist for 

you to enjoy. 

We’ve decided 

to add a new aspect 

to our Bookshelf 

column by using a 

“star system”  in 

reviewing new 

books.  One star 

will be “don’t 

bother”, two stars 

will indicate “the 

book has some 

great information, 

but is like many 

other ones on the 

market”, three stars 

indicate “the book 

is good for begin-

ners but advanced 

writers won’t find 

much new informa-

tion”, four stars will 

indicate “good in-

formation but may 
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W 
riting is a wonderful 

profession but it’s 

not an easy one. It 

requires hours and 

hours of writing, reading, research, 

and much more, and for usually little 

or no pay. Most writers just starting 

out usually end up with nothing but 

rejections for months and months. 

Some give up after awhile. 

 

There are various reasons writers 

get rejected. Most of the time, they 

simply don’t know who they are writ-

ing for. They don’t know the markets 

they’re submitting to. Having a degree 

in English won’t get your stories ac-

cepted if you’re sending them to all 

the wrong places. The reality is sim-

ple: you have to know who you are 

writing for. 

 

Thinking about writing for Red-

book or Woman’s Day? The best thing 

to do is go to your local library and 

browse through as many back issues 

as you can. Read the stories, ads, all 

of  it. Learn what the magazine is pub-

lishing every month. Send for writer’s 

guidelines or go online and see if you 

can find them there.  

The Reality of  Being a Writer      by Marcella Meeks 

Study them word for 

word. Get to know that 

publication inside out 

before submitting. Only 

then will you have a 

chance of breaking into 

print with them. 

When you need 

money and you need it 

fast, you better get a job 

because you won’t find it 

in writing. Not at first 

anyway. 

There’s more to it 

than submitting a story 

and it gets accepted and 

published and you get a 

big fat check. You may 

end up spending many 

hours on a piece and 

never see it published. 

The harsh reality is that 

if it don’t get published 

you don’t get paid. Many 

writers spend hours upon 

hours writing and never 

get published. They quit 

and find another job, one 

that pays. Some writers 

do the market research 

first, know who they are 

writing for, and what, 

and get published right 

away. But the sad reality 

is, there is no guarantee. 

Even if you write well, 

there is no guarantee that 

your work will be ac-

cepted. 

 

Words to the wise: 

don’t quit your day job. 

About The Author 
 
Marcella Meeks has been writing 
since 1988. She has several 
hundred published credits in 
hundreds of  small press publi-
cations such as Byline Maga-
zine, Writer's Info, Mew Writer's 
Magazine, Housewife-Writer's 
Magazine, Funds For Writers, 
First Writer, Primary Treasure, 
Christian Educator and Adelaide 

Literary Magazine, as well The 
Light and Champion Newspa-
per, Mansfield Enterprise 
Newspaper and the Bossier 
Press Tribune. In 1991, 
Marcella graduated from THE 
INSTITUTE OF CHILDREN'S 
LITERATURE: Writing for Chil-
d r e n  a n d  T e e n s ; 
WRITER'S DIGEST SCHOOL : 
Nonfiction Writing; and ICS 
School of Short Story/
Journalism. 

If you’re willing to 

work hard and hang in 

there for the long haul, 

you have a chance as 

good as anyone else. But 

knowing  the markets 

you’ll be writing for is 

important so you might 

as well dig your heels in 

and start reading those 

back issues, and sending 

for those writer’s guide-

lines. Study the length, 

editorial needs – it’s all 

important, and it’s all left 

up to you to know the 

information needed to get 

published in a specific 

market. 

If you’re expecting to 

make a lot of money 

quickly, and not do the 

work, then you may as 

well quit now. That’s the 

reality of being a writer. 

http://www.adelaidemagazine.org/
http://www.adelaidemagazine.org/


 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C 
reative writing 

courses help you 

with the tools and 

techniques re-

quired to convey your mes-

sage effectively. Whether 

you write fiction or non-

fiction your aim to touch up 

on the emotions of your 

readers by expressing your 

thoughts, feelings in an inter-

esting, exciting, humorous 

way instead of a dull, mo-

notonous style.  

All writing is creative! 

Whether you have to write 

business email, a memo, an 

academic paper, a story or 

poem, it has to have all the 

necessary ingredients to cre-

ate a lasting impact on the 

readers so they take the ac-

tion that you want them to 

take, and that in essence is 

the purpose of all writing. 

Creative writing courses help 

you develop and master the 

skills and techniques re-

quired to deliver such con-

tent. 

Most writing, especially 

nonfiction writing, uses data 

adopting a journalistic or an 

academic style of writing. 

However, this style may 

sound dull, monotonous. 

Creative writing can help 

you give away the same data by 

making up a story, creating imagi-

nary characters mixing a bit of hu-

mor, etc., so you make the entire 

story exciting for your read-

ers.  Creative writing classes help 

you bring to life any dull, boring 

subject and create the kind of buzz 

and engagement for your advan-

tage. 

When you infuse creativity into 

your writing, you try to stoke the 

emotions of your readers by narrat-

ing a story, which you paint with 

your words, a story that they can 

relate to easily. With creative writ-

ing classes, you learn to weave 

such exciting stories for your read-

ers. You will learn to weave stories 

around any boring topic, so it 

evokes interest and response from 

your audience. 

Creative writing classes help 

you develop such interesting sto-

ries, offer you the tools of vocabu-

lary and style so you include meta-

phors that your audience can con-

nect to, write catchy headlines, 

titles that hit upon the readers’ 

emotions. Writing is creative and 

requires brainstorming, observa-

tion, for ideation, etc. The writing 

courses help you with the right 

environment that helps sharpen 

your writing with the help of de-

bates, discussions, readings, sup-

port, critique, regular writing exer-

cises and evaluation. 

 
What you learn from Creative 

writing classes: 

Creative writing is both an art 

and science; as such, you need 

sound knowledge of the principles, 

and regular practice so you master 

the skill. Joining professional writ-

ing classes helps you gain confi-

dence in your writing. You learn 

the various elements of storytelling 

and the right techniques to attract 

your reader’s attention.  

 

How Can Creative Writing courses make you a better writer?  by Bruce Markey 

 

•  Reasons for writing: Profes-

sional writing courses help you 

analyze and understand the reasons 

for writing the story or the content, 

to developing the plot, the style, 

etc. 

 

•  Introduction of Characters: In-

troducing characters and creating 

relationships between them is cru-

cial to the development of the 

story. You will learn how to create 

memorable characters and learn to 

create conflicts depicting real 

world scenarios. 

 

•  The language: Language is a 

powerful tool, the choice of words 

and the style of saying those words 

affects your audience very much. 

You need to understand the psy-

chology of your readers and use 

the power words at the right time. 

 

Creative writing classes help you 

improve your vocabulary , style 

and technique of storytelling and 

using different narratives that will 

mesmerize your readers and will 

help you attract their complete at-

tention and convince them to take 

a certain action.  

About The Author 
 

The Creativity Workshop offer crea-

t i v e  w r i t i n g  c l a s s e s 

( creativityworkshop/creative-writing-

courses ), professional development 

courses, and innovation workshops to 

students, writers, educators, profes-

sionals and people from all walks of 

life to improve their creativity. To 

know more, visit creativityworkshop/

who-we-are.  

http://www.articlesfactory.com/
http://www.creativityworkshop.com/creative-writing-classes-html
http://www.creativityworkshop.com/creative-writing-classes-html
http://www.creativityworkshop.com/whoweare
http://www.creativityworkshop.com/whoweare
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L 
earning how to write an article 

while you are at your creative 

best involves recognizing when 

your mind is the most rested and 

relaxed. 

Writing articles can be frustrating due to 

constant interruptions in your thought pat-

terns but there are ways to get around this. 

Read more to discover the 3 factors that 

keep you from capturing any writing ideas 

you may have had earlier and how to over-

come them.  

Learning how to write an article when 

our creative juices are flowing serves only 

to make the writing process easier and 

more productive. It is common for many to 

become frustrated when writing articles 

since it seems to take so much time and 

effort. We often wonder what the heck hap-

pened to all those great writing ideas we 

had earlier. Why does it NOW take so 

much time and effort to get those thoughts 

to freely flow as they once had? 

Well have you considered that you may 

be asking your creative mind to produce 

when perhaps it may not be at its best? 

Here are 3 factors that work against 

your ability to produce on paper any crea-

tive writing ideas you may have had earlier. 

 

Fatigue 

Your mind is not any different than your 

body insofar as how it reacts to fatigue.  

Like in manual labor or competitive sports 

you can not expect your body to maintain 

the same level of stamina through extended 

periods of time. Well along the same lines 

your mind also is at its best when well 

rested. 

When writing articles you want to take 

advantage of a well rested mind and for 

most this  time would be upon waking from  

 

How to Write an Article at your Creative Best    By TJ Philpott 

 

 

  and now your ability to fo-

cus is being severely chal-

lenged. 

Your clear pattern of 

thought you had earlier in 

the day has now faded into 

a distant memory. This re-

sults in even a greater chal-

lenge to your writing abili-

ties. 

Learning how to write 

an article while your mind 

is well rested and better 

prepared to spew out any 

writing ideas you had ear-

lier will help boost your 

productivity. In addition the 

quality of your work will 

benefit and the writing 

process will flow more eas-

ily. Writing articles can be 

very frustrating if you 

spend a lot of your time just 

staring at a blank screen. By 

paying more attention to 

your energy level and how 

preoccupied your mind may 

be you can better optimize 

your writing efforts. Sched-

uling your time accordingly 

will serve to better allow 

you to tap into any creative 

writing ideas you may have. 

The end result will be less 

frustration and time spent at 

a blank screen and more 

articles to publish. 

 

About The Author 
 

TJ Philpott is an author and 

Internet entrepreneur based out 

of North Carolina. 

To learn more about how to 

minimizing any interruptions 

to the writing process and to 

also receive a free instruc-

tional manual that teaches 

valuable niche research tech-

niques simply visit:http://

blogbrawn.com 

a nights sleep. As the 

day grows older your 

mind and body become 

more tired and their 

abilities to function at an 

optimal level begins to 

diminish. 

  

C r e a t i v e  F o c u s 

 

Another factor that af-

fects your ability to 

churn out any creative 

writing ideas you may 

have developed is your 

own preoccupation with 

other matters. As the day 

progresses things occur 

that need your attention. 

Now not everything is 

going to require your 

immediate attention 

however you will need 

to take note and 

'schedule' a time to ad-

dress certain issues. 

At this point you begin 

to 'accumulate' matters 

of the day in your mind. 

It is then quite natural to 

subconsciously begin to 

organize how you are 

going to address these 

matters and when. 

Your focus is now di-

vided thereby making 

your writing efforts 

more difficult.  

 

Pressure 

Throughout the course 

of the day as things 

'happen'  or events sur-

face that will require 

attention you are also 

becoming more fatigued. 

This eventually leads to 

a build up of pressure or 

stress within you system.   

This stress accelerates 

your growing fatigue  

http://blogbrawn.com/
http://blogbrawn.com/
http://blogbrawn.com/
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T 
he most com-

mon mistake 

people tend to 

make while 

writing is in the use of Punc-

tuation. Wrong punctuation 

can damage the flow of ideas 

and change meaning, but 

properly used punctuation not 

only helps readers understand 

your meaning but also makes 

them engrossed in your writ-

ing. The following discussion 

is about some of the fre-

quently misused punctuation 

marks and what actually their 

correct application should be.  

Use of Apostrophe - Use 

an apostrophe to show pos-

session, but never put apos-

trophe in case of possessive 

pronouns. Always remember 

that when the word "it's" is 

used, it is actually for the con-

traction for the two words: "it 

has" or "it is". On the other 

hand, "its" is a possessive 

pronoun, and the word being 

already possessive should not 

contain an apostrophe in it. 

 

Example 

It's the same thing happen-

ing over and over again. 

(Contraction of It and is: It is 

the same thing happening 

over and over again). 

Wrong: That car is your's. 

Right: That car is yours. 

Note: Rewriting is sometimes 

the solution for an awkward 

possessive. 

Awkward: A friend of mine's 

cap. 

Better: A friend's cap (or the 

cap of a friend of mine).  

To show possession in the 

case of singular nouns, add 's, 

and for plural words that end in 

s, add only an apostrophe. Don't 

forget to put 's with plural words 

not ending in s. 

 

Example 

Singular: nurse's uniform 

Plural: nurses' uniforms 

(plural word ending in s) 

Plural: children's uniforms 

(plural word not ending in s) 

Use of Comma - Use commas 

to separate three or more items in 

a list. Though journalists most of 

the times omit the final comma 

before the word "and", but re-

taining the final comma avoids 

confusion. 

 

Example 

Poor: In this website, you can 

read articles about how to do 

business online, the woman who 

daily eats 45 eggs and Tom 

Cruise. 

Better: In this website, you 

can read articles about how to do 

business online, the woman who 

daily eats 45 eggs, and Tom 

Cruise. 

Use a comma to separate two 

independent clauses joined by 

coordinating conjunctions.  

 

Example 

Wrong: I am not good in 

writing but I love writing. 

Wrong: I am not good in 

writing, but, I love writing. 

Right: I am not good in writ-

ing, but I love writing. 

Note: If the clauses are long 

and already contain commas, 

separate them with a semicolon 

rather than a comma. 

Wrong: If a man begins with 

certainties, he shall end in doubts, 

but if he will be content to begin 

with doubts, he shall end in cer-

tainties. - Francis Bacon 

Right: If a man begins with cer-

tainties, he shall end in doubts; but 

if he will be content to begin with 

doubts, he shall end in certainties. - 

Francis Bacon 

Run-on sentences - Where Run-

on sentences are concerned (in 

case you don't know what it is, a 

run-on occurs when two independ-

ent clauses are not separated by 

punctuation or conjunction), add a 

period, or a semi colon, or a 

comma in places of separation.  

 

Example 

Wrong: A good student can 

score full marks in Mathematics 

it's his analytical ability that will 

help him achieve that. 

Right: A good student can score 

full marks in Mathematics. It's his 

analytical ability that will help him 

achieve that. 

Use of Quotation Marks - Use 

quotation marks to indicate direct 

quotation.  

 

Example 

"That guy knows me," Mr. 

Wong said, "very well." 

Note: Never use it for indirect 

quotation (a restatement of some-

one’s words). 

According to Mr. Wong, that 

guy knows him very well. 

Use single quotation marks to 

indicate a quote within a quote. 

 
 Example 
Wrong: Richard wrote, "When 

Berkeley said, "esse est percipii", 
he meant that the existence of a 
thing consists in its being per-
ceived." 

continued on page 6 

How to Use Punctuation      by Rumki Sen 
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Writer’s Bookshelf 

 continued from page 5 
 
Right: Richard wrote, 

"When Berkeley said, 'esse 
est percipii,' he meant that 
the existence of a thing 
consists in its being per-
ceived." 

Note: Always put the 
comma and final period inside 
the quotation marks, and put 
other punctuation marks out-
side unless they are part of the 
t h i n g  b e i n g  q u o t e d . 
 
 

There are many other fre-
quently used punctuation er-
rors, but the above-discussed 
ones are those I have mostly 
encountered in several writ-
ings. Before putting punctua-
tion marks in your sentences, 
always ask yourself what 
meaning you want to convey 
to the readers. Accordingly, 
put the marks. In case the 
sentence becomes difficult to 
punctuate, consider rewriting 
it, because when a sentence is 
well written, it almost punctu-
ates itself.  

 

About The Author 
 

Rumki Sen is the founder 

of Perfect Editing Solutions 

(www.perfectediting.com), a 

professional firm providing a 

Proofreading and Copyediting 

service to websites and online 

documents. Her company also 

offers resume-writing ser-

vices. Contact Rumki Sen 

at rumki@perfectediting.com  

 
NWA BOOKSTORE  

Now, through your National 

Writers Association mem-

bership, you can save up to 

80% off the list price of 

office supplies. 

 

Penny Wise Office Prod-

ucts offers huge selection, 

free overnight delivery, 

guaranteed lowest prices, 

and an additional 3%

savings for ordering on-line 

at www.penny-wise.com 

For further details, call 800-

942-3311 and mention your 

NWA membership to re-

ceive your exclusive dis-

counts. 

 

Be sure to ask about Penny 

Wise’s special Welcome 

Kit offer—$75.00 worth of 

NWA BOOKSTORE  

 

NWA GUIDE TO WRITING FOR  

BEGINNERS  

 

Basics for every writer by Sandy  

Whelchel  

 

Rowman and Littlefield publishers $24.95 

+ $2.20 p&h (retail $25.95)  

 

 
THE FREELANCE WRITER’S  

BIBLE  

 

by Dave Trottier  

 

Don’t miss this book. $18.15 + 2.50 p&h  

 

A WAY IN THE  

WILDERNESS  

 

by Paula Silici  

 

This well-researched western romance is 

bound to leave you asking for more.  

 

$16.95 + $2.50 p&h  

 

Moonlight Mesa  

Associates Publishers  

 

ALL THE ABOVE BOOKS MAY BE  

ORDERED THROUGH NWA.  

National Writers Press, Inc. 

 

 

NWP is now accepting new 

manuscripts for a 2023 re-

lease date. 

 

PUBLISHING QUALITY, 

ROYALTY FICTION AND 

NONFICTION. 

 

No unsolicited manuscripts. 

Accepting e-mail and mail 

queries. 

 

For more information about 

the National Writers Press, 

visit their website at: 
www.nationalwriterspress.com 

 

E-mail 

natlwriterspress 

@hotmail.com 

http://www.perfectediting.com/
mailto:rumki@perfectediting.com
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BOOKSHELF 

THE AUTHOR’S CHECKLIST: An 

Agent’s Guide to Developing and Editing 

Your Manuscript  

by Elizabeth K. Kracht  

 

We are starting a new system for reviewing 

books in this column.  (See the Editor’s Say col-

umn for an explanation.)  In order to clarify the 

importance of new releases for your bookshelf 

and prioritize your book purchasing finances a 

scale from one to five will be used.  

Over the transom this month is The Author’s 

Checklist  by Elizabeth K. Kracht.. Kracht is a 

literary agent and a freelance editor who partici-

pates in writers conference nationally. In the 

Checklist, she gives concise one-to-two page 

insights on the A-to-Z themes of writing and 

publishing. 

Beginning with the importance of Acknowledge-

ments, Kracht gives the reader vital information  

Good News and Books by Members 

on why the acknowledgement 

page is necessary, its place-

ment in the book, and how 

readers can glean information 

to assist them in placing their 

book with the correct agent, 

editor, and publisher. 

 

This book is filled with in-

sider gems destined to make 

you a better writer. 

 

It rated 4 ½ stars as it did not 

have a quick reference to page 

numbers for subjects on the 

Contents page. 

 

Do YOU have a new book 

that has been released? We 

would love to share your joy 

with other NWA Members! 

 

Simply e-mail us at:  

n a t l w r i t e r -

sassn@hotmail.com 

GOOD NEWS 

NWA Member Durlynn 

Anema has two titles featured 

in a new multimedia PBS 

series Unladylike 2020. 

Unladylike 2020 will be cele-

brating 100 years since the 

women’s suffrage movement 

by featuring heroines from 

the 20th Century and those 

who have followed in their 

footsteps. 

Ynes Mexia will be aired on 

April 1, 2020 

Louise Arner Boyd will be 

featured on April 22, 2020 

Please check your local list-

ings . 

Congratulations, Durlynn! 

FYI 

 

 

 

***If you’re considering 

working with an agent or a 

publisher, please contact 

us for current information. 

Please con-tact us on our 

w e b s i t e  a t 

www.nationalwriters.com,  

or email us at  

Natlwritersassn 

@hotmail.com*** 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE 

DAY 

 

“WRITING IS EASY. 

ALL YOU HAVE TO 

DO IS CROSS OUT 

THE WRONG 

WORDS.” 

 

-MARK TWAIN 
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Lure of the Unknown:  The 20th Century Renown Adventurer and Explorer— 

Harriet Chalmers Adams 

by Durlynn Anema 

$14.95 

ISBN: 978-0-88100-171-6 

 
  Harriet Chalmers Adams was one of the most remarkable women of the early 20th century, yet 

few people today know of her exploits. 

    She had always dreamed of adventure as she explored California and The West on horseback 

with her father, read her world geography book, and watched the ships of many nations enter Stock-

ton harbor.  Her dream became reality when she married Frank Adams.  While they often traveled 

together she also was solo on many adventures traveling, at great peril, through some of the most 

treacherous parts of the globe.  
An explorer who traveled over 40,000 miles in Central and South America, Harriet also was a 

top lecturer for National Geographic Society, a war correspondent during World War I, a foun-

der/first president of the Society of Woman Geographers, and writer of articles published not 

only in the United States but throughout the Western World.   In 1911, she was the first woman 

to speak at the opening ceremonies of the Associated Advertising Clubs of America. 

    Harriet fulfilled her dreams of travel and left her mark throughout the world -- not to be for-

gotten but to be admired because she respected both the beauty of the world’s nature and the 

generosity of its inhabitants. 

 

Meet the Press 
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EDITING/REVISING 

 
NWA award winning author with extensive 

grammar and punctuation background will edit 

your work carefully and concisely. Proofread-

ing, editing and critiques of book-length works 

or poetry and short stories. Email Paula at  

pro-edits.com 

 

SERVICES 

 

Experienced transcriptionist seeks clients. 

All genres. Experience with research/book 

proposals/interviews/ narrative. Transcribe 

from tapes, CD, video, digital file. Confiden-

tiality maintained. Short turnaround time, 

accurate transcriptions. E-mail completed 

transcriptions/invoices directly to your com-

puter. Payment by check. Contact: Paula 

Hancock at  

writersnetwork@roadrunner.com. 

 

************************************ 

 
Have a story to tell but no outlet? Take charge 

of your craft. Published your memoirs, your 

scrapbooks, your journals, your travel photos, 

your works of watercolor art, your fairytales. 

Publish then into quality, four color books with 

sewn bindings. Go to www.storytellersrus.com 

and begin. The writer within deserves this 

chance to make a difference. 

 

Transcriptionist seeks clients. All genres. 

Works with digital files sent via InternetCon-

fidentiality maintained. Contact: Kimperly 

Mulwa at m.kimperly@gmail.com 

Show Window Advertising 

Have you Visited the NWA Website lately? 

 
We have updated our Links page to 

include handy to links enabling you to 

advance your writing career. 

Links include: 

 

*Copyright Office 

*APSS 

*Blurbeo 

*Health Insurance 

AND MORE! 

 

Visit the Links page today!  

 

Have we missed a link? Would you 

like a link for your writing based company? 

Let us know! 

***************************************** 

 

PUBLISHING 
Get Published, not turned down. Reflections in  

Writing www.freewebs.com/jvt01 

Email us for a free evaluation/ 

c o n s u l t a t i o n - q u o t e : 

newauthors@mail.com 

FOUNDATION NEWS 
 

NWA will begin accepting scholarship applications , with 

a deadline of December 31.  

 

natlwritersassn@hotmail.com for more information. 

http://www.matchingdonors.com/

life/index.cfm?page=p011 
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NOTICE: 

 

Chapters are a great way 

to network, form critique 

groups, and generally get in 

touch. 

 Remember, membership 

with an active NWA chapter 

gives you a $5.00 discount 

on your NWA member dues. 

Contact NWA for infor-

mation on starting a chapter 

or joining one in your area. 

We encourage our members 

to visit with their local chap-

ters. 

You can also request re-

search report #112 for more 

information. The meetings 

are a great way to network 

with fellow writers, so drop 

by the next NWA chapter 

meeting in your area. 

 

FOOTHILLS CHAPTER 

 

An NWA Chapter has 

formed in the Evergreen, 

Colorado area. The Foot-

hills& Vicinity Writers 

Group meets in Evergreen 

on the 4th Saturday of every 

month. For time, location, 

and program agenda, contact 

Jo Ann M. Colton at 

jmccwrt@aol.com 

 

OHIO VALLEY  

CHAPTER 

This is our newest NWA 

chapter! They will be meet-

ing on the first Saturday of 

every month. E-mail diana-

perryenterprises@yahoo.com 

for details. 

 

 
 

FOOTHILLS CHAPTER 

 

An NWA Chapter has formed in 

the Evergreen, Colorado area. 

The Foothills& Vicinity Writers 

Group meets in Evergreen on the 

4th Saturday of every month. For 

time, location, and program 

agenda, contact Jo Ann M. 

Colton at jmccwrt@aol.com 

SOUTH FLORIDA 

CHAPTER 

 

The chapter regularly meets at 

the Coral Gables Holiday Inn op-

posite the University of Miami at 

10:00 a.m. on the first Saturday 

of each month. They hold addi-

tional critique groups for fiction, 

nonfiction, short stories, poetry, 

religious works and writing tech-

niques. 

Write to the chapter at P.O. 

Box 570415, Miami, FL 53257-

0415 . 

 

HONOLULU CHAPTER 

 

The Honolulu Chapter is cur-

rently moving their meetings to 

several locations. 

Please check the NWA newslet-

ter for the location of their cur-

rent meeting. They are accepting 

membership from all NWA 

members living in and around 

Hawaii, this includes members 

living in Guam and other Pacific 

Islands. Send #10 envelope to 

Robert T. Tanouye at the address 

below. They hold their meet-

ings— from January to Novem-

ber— on the first Monday of 

each month. 

Contact president Robert-

Tanouye at: 1015 N. School St. 

#A-802, Honolulu, HI 96817 or 

call (808-845-9585).  

Chapter News 

VIRGINIA CHAPTER 

 

We welcome members of the 

newly organized Chapter in 

Richmond, Virginia. Robblynn 

Bonner has been working hard 

to get this group organized. If 

you live in the area and are in-

terested in the group, e-mail 

Robblynn at 

rlynnb1@yahoo.com 

 
 

WRITE-ON HOOSIERS, INC 

 

We welcome our newest chap-

ter, the Write-On Hoosiers in 

Crown Point, IN. Sharon 

Palmeri is the President. She 

can be contacted by calling  

219-663-7307 or by e-mailing 

journe3@attiglobal.net 

 

************************* 

 
Any corrections or additions to 

Chapter Information should be 

sent to:  

 

NWA Chapters, 10940 S. Parker 

Rd, #508, Parker, CO 80134 OR 

e-mail us at  

natlwritersassn@hotmail.com 

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 

 

The NWA/LAC president is 

Tom 

Howard. The chapter meets at 

the 

Marie Callender’s Restaurant, 

10050 Riverside Drive, Toluca 

Lake, CA. 

For further information contact 

Tom at Tom4art2@aol.com 
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NWA NOVEL CONTEST 
 

 

OPENS December annually 

 

PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST: 

The purpose of the National Writers Assn. Novel Contest is to encourage the development of creative skills, 

recognize and reward outstanding ability in the area of novel writing. 

CONTEST RULES: 

Any genre or category of novel manuscript may be entered. All entries must be postmarked by April 1. Only 

unpublished works may be submitted. All manuscripts must be typed, double-spaced, in the English language. 

Maximum length is 100,000 words. Those unsure of proper manuscript format should request Research Report 

#35. 

The entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $35 per submission, and 

return SASE if you wish the material and rating sheets returned. SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE RETURNED 

WITHOUT SASE. The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use your metered postage unless it is undated. 

Receipt of entry will not be acknowledged without a return postcard. Author's name and address must appear on 

the 

first page. Entries remain the property of the author and may be submitted during the contest as long as they are not 

published before the final announcement of winners. 

JUDGINGAND PRIZES 

Judging will be based on originality, marketability, research, and reader interest. Copies of the judges evaluation 

sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry. First through fifth place awards will be pre-

sented 

at the annual NWAF Conference. 1st Prize -- $500 and possible representation; 2nd Prize -- $250; 3rd Prize -- 

$150; 

4th through 10th places will receive a book of the winner's choice. Honorable Mentions receive a certificate. 

ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES 

The entry fee per submission is $35. If you wish to have your submission critiqued, please request this on the entry 

form. Entry fees are used to pay judges and prize money. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NWA NOVEL CONTEST FORM     Entry #______________ 

        Date_________________ 

To:NWA NOVEL Contest      Amt__________________ 

National Writers Assn.      RP________Y  _________N 

10940 S. Parker Rd. #508       

Parker, CO 80134 

 

Please enter the enclosed entry (title)________________________________in the NWA Novel Contest. 

 

______My entry fee $35 is enclosed. 

___Please charge my ____MasterCard _____Visa #____________________________Exp. date_______ CVV___ 

 

 

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)_____________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE #_______________________ 

_____You may retain my submission for a critique after judging. I am enclosing an additional 

$1 per page for a critique. 
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THE DAVID RAFFELOCK AWARD FOR PUBLISHING EXCELLENCE 

 
ELIGIBILITY: 

 

All books with a 2019 or 2020 copyright date are eligible to enter.  Both self-published and royalty 

published books, fiction (in all genres) and nonfiction  whether for children or adults are eligible for this 

award.  Entries may be submitted by authors, agents and publishers.  If  the author or agent submits a 

royalty published book, the author is responsible for informing the publisher the book has been entered 

in the contest. 

 

PRIZE AWARD: 

 

One prize valued at $5,000 will be awarded to the first place winner of the David Raffelock Award for 

Publishing Excellence.  The award will include a trophy and the services of a book promotions and pub-

licity firm for scheduling media appearances during tour dates (tentatively scheduled for October or No-

vember 2020, book signings, and an author book tour.  Airfare for travel to three major cities (currently 

set for Los Angeles, New York City and Chicago) will be provided as part of the award.  If  the number 

of entries exceeds 400, hotel rooms will also be provided. 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

 

1.  Winning author must be available to receive the award at the National Writers Association Founda-

tion Workshop in Denver, CO and to sign copies of the winning books at a special book signing sched-

uled for June. 

2. The National Writers Association will take every reasonable precaution to insure the book’s condi-

tion, but is not responsible for material lost by the U.S. Postal System or damaged during  judging. 

3.  Entrants must be 18 years of age or older before the May deadline. 

4. The author must be available to travel during the time period when book signings and other promo-

tional events have been scheduled. 

5.  The National Writers Association reserves the right to use the winner’s name and likeness in any fu-

ture publicity or promotions regarding this contest. 

6.  The author understands that National Writers Association has the option of canceling the contest and 

returning the material unjudged with refund for entry fee, if the number of entries does not exceed 100. 

7. The author further understands that he/she is responsible for the cost of hotel room, unless the number 

of entries reaches 400 at which time the cost of hotels will be assumed by National Writers Association. 

8. The author understands that only published books are eligible for this contest.  Unpublished manu-

scripts should be entered in the NWA Novel Contest or the NWA Nonfiction Contest.                                                                                                                   

9. Books will not be returned without proper postage. Proper postage shall be considered as a stamped, 

self-addressed envelope -- undated postage strips may be used, however dated postage is refused by the 

Post Office. 

10. Judging sheets will be forwarded to contestants who include an SASE. 

11. All decisions of the judges are final. 

12. Judges reserve the right to withhold prize if entries are not of suitable quality. 

13. Members or employees of NWA or board of directors are not eligible to enter. 

14.  Judges will be chosen from independent editors who have no relationship to any of the contest en-

tries. 

15. Written confirmation will be given to non-winners after June 15 annually.  
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THE DAVID RAFFELOCK AWARD FOR PUBLISHING  

EXCELLENCE 

 
 

OPENS January 1 annually   

 

 

PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST: 

The purpose of this Contest is assist published authors in marketing their works and promotion and to reward out-

standing published  works. 

 

CONTEST RULES: 

All types of  books may be entered.  All entries must be postmarked by May 15.  Only published books in the English 

language may be submitted. 

 

 The entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $100  per submission, and 

return SASE if you wish the book and rating sheets returned.  SUBMISSIONS WILL BE DONATED TO A SUIT-

ABLE CHARITY, IF NOT ACCOMPANIED BY SASE  The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use your 

metered postage unless it is undated.  Receipt of entry will not be acknowledged without a return postcard.   

 

JUDGING AND PRIZES: 

Judging will be based on  presentation, marketability, reader interest, design, layout, accuracy, uniqueness, content, 

and style.  Copies of the judges evaluation sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry.  

Awards will be presented at the NWAF Conference.  1st Prize  -- A book promotion tour including airfare and public-

ity, valued at $5,000.  If a sufficient number of entries are received, tour will also include hotel rooms.  Second 

through fifth places will receive a certificate of merit. 

 

ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES 
The entry fee per submission is $100.    Entry fees are used to pay judges and prize money. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DAVID RAFFELOCK PUBLISHING AWARD  FORM  Entry #____ 

        Date_______ 

National Writers Assn.      Amt________ 

10940 S. Parker Rd. #508        RP_____Y______N  

Parker, CO  80134 

 

Please enter the enclosed entry (title)______________________________in the  DAVID RAFFELOCK PUBLISH-

ING EXCELLENCE AWARD. 

 

______My entry fee $100 is enclosed. 

_____Please charge my ____Mastercard _____Visa #____________________________Exp. date_______CVV#___ 

NAME(PLEASE PRINT)_________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY,STATE, ZIP________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE #_______________________ 

 

 

I have read and understand the terms and conditions of this award. 

 

Signature__________________________________________________________ 
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AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES 

 

 
PURPOSE: Authorship magazine is the “in-house” publication for the National Writers Assn. It 

is read by thousands of members on a quarterly basis. Currently the magazine is a 16 to 24- 

page publication with a four color cover. 

 

SCOPE: Articles submitted for consideration to Authorship should have a writing slant. Mate-

rial should deal with writing “how-to’s” or current market trends. We are overstocked on inspi-

rational “How I became a successful writer...” type material and will not be interested in any of 

these articles. Articles slanted toward aspects of fiction—creating characters, setting scenes, etc. 

are of interest and will be our primary interest. Humor is a plus — writing is serious enough 

without a totally serious article. 

 

We do not accept fiction. Poetry is published in our winter issue, if it has a writing theme. 

 

SUBMISSIONS: All submissions should be in standard manuscript format, approximately 

1,250 to 1,500 words, accompanied by an SASE if the material is to be returned. Authorship 

uses AP style with the exception of state abbreviations. If the author is not aware of proper 

manuscript format, they should request NWA RR#35 prior to submitting. Manuscripts accepted 

for publication will be requested via e-mail in Microsoft Word format in text files with line 

breaks. NO tabs, fancy fonts, bullets, charts, or tables. If charts or tables are necessary, submit 

them like art work. Electronic files will be given preferred treatment as this prevents typos in 

final copy. 

 

Sharp clear photos of article authors will be requested if material is accepted. 

 

PAYMENT: We are currently paying $10 honorarium per article or a $10 reduction on mem-

bership dues. 


