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Editor’s Say

Just listen. Reality
will come flooding
back and a bit of
sunshine is always
healthy.
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s
each
season of
the year
rolls
around, I reflect on
past years and look
to the future to make
new
memories.
Spring is a time of
renewal. I look forward to early flowers and green grass.
Many people have
had few good things
happen in the past
three years and are
hoping for better
days. I am in that
portion of the population. I’m tired of
hearing about Covid
and its death toll.
I’m looking for the
last of the winter
snows and the early
spring rains to wash
the atmosphere clean

so
everyone can get
back to “normal”.
This issue has an
article by Marcella Meeks which I
hope
everyone
will read and
heed. Ms. Meeks
is
complaining
about characters
in books who are
not
believable.
When it is so easy
to make a character come to life
why wouldn’t you
do that. Perhaps
we have all lost
touch with real
people. Sheltering in place has
taken away our
touch of reality.
If that is your
problem go sit in
the park, or on a
bench in the mall.

We also have articles about style and
pushing past your
insecurities as a
writer, as well as a
great cartoon by
Richard Haigler. So
get back to writing,
and enjoy the beauty
of spring!
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was at the local library recently and I overheard one of the
librarian assistants talking to a lady
who was bringing a book back.
They were discussing a book (don’t
know the name of it or who wrote
it) but the assistant said, “I wish I
hadn’t read it. What was the purpose of this book?” The lady she
was talking to was agreeing with
her and said, “Honestly, I never finished it. If there’s something I can’t
stand is an unbelievable character,
place or if the book just doesn’t
work for me and this one did not do
anything for me.”
This is so true with so many
books out there today.
I purchased a used but like new
hard back book at a rummage sale
recently. I was intrigued with the
bright jacket and how it read. The
jacket cover was interesting and it
sounded like a good book. One afternoon, after a long day at the doctor’s office, tired and wanting to
relax, I curled up with the book. I
had been waiting for this chance for
days. I started and after a couple of
pages, I muttered, “If this book
don’t get any better, I’m not wasting my time reading it.” It was one
of those thick hardback books,
needless to say.

by Marcella Meeks
By page 52, (I don’t know
why I read that far), I put
the book on the shelf and
turned on the TV. It was
over with. That book will
never be read by me. It
left me bored and frustrated because I tried to give
it a chance. Even though I
only wasted a little time
on 52 pages, it just simply
didn’t work. In the future,
I will steer clear of that
author.
The main character
didn’t seem real and I had
trouble following her. The
way she talked and the
things she did didn’t seem
real to me. The author
was trying too hard to
make her sound interesting and the sad fact, she
wasn’t interesting at all.
She was boring and I
simply didn’t like her.
With that being said, she
wasn’t worth my time to
read her. She lagged.
It’s this way with
movies, too.
I started watching a
movie last year and for
whatever reason I didn’t
finish watching it. But
yesterday I turned it on
and decided to try and
watch it until the end – I
was tired and needed to
relax and this movie
sounded good.
Before fifteen minutes
was up, my mind was almost made up. They set
the scene in South Louisiana (New Orleans) and
since I live in the state, I
figured I’d watch it for
that reason. But the characters weren’t true – they

set the scene in New Orleans but the people had
fake accents and the
main character used the
word ‘y’all’ a little more
than necessary.
No, I didn’t finish the
movie because it didn’t
suit me. The characters
seemed made up, and the
movie just simply didn’t
work for me. Whoever
produced the movie
should have spent more
time on finding actors
with real southern accents that could play the
parts of the characters to
make the movie real.
I’m not trying to be
cynical – just trying to
get a point across. If a
reader starts reading a
book and something just
doesn’t measure up, especially where the main
character is concerned,
watch out. I’m skeptical
about the authors I read
behind because there
have been several books
not finished because of
unbelievable characters
that left me dry. I steer
clear of these authors. I
don’t care to waste my
time and money on a
book that probably won’t
be read. In a sense, that
first book that left me
dry did the trick. But being the kind of person I
am, I do try to give credit where credit is due but
sometimes, even after
book two or three, it’s
time to move on and not
waste time and money
and books by this particular author.
(continued on page 5)

What is Writing Style, and How do you Develop It?

W

hat
is
style and
how do
you acquire it? We all have a
natural style. Style is
simply the way in which
you put words together
when you are writing. It is
a reflection of your speaking and thinking habits.
Clear, muddled? Some
people write in short staccato sentences, sometimes
even without using verbs.
I believe style can reflect
your personality, eg. serious, brusque, friendly,
chatty,
"whacky,
breezy"... and so on.
In some ways, people
can write differently to the
way they speak.
I don't usually speak
much...but I use plenty of
words in my writing!
Good style is essential
in any writing.
You won't get published without good style.
It means writing with
clarity and precision.
Writing is a craft which
needs to be learned and
practised, so be self critical.

I try to write simply and with
little doses of my 'weird' or
'bizarre' (not bazaar) sense of
humour and have written this
article in a "short and sharp,
punchy" style.
I also have a serious, yet
simple style for my novels on
South Africa. They are written
"from the heart" In a totally different style to this lesson/
article's "brief, punchy and to
the point" style. I wrote ANGOLAN DAWN in a different style
to my other novels to portray
the way an unsophisti-cated big
word!) Angolan migrant labourer would see the world, think
and speak.
In my non-fiction works, like
this article and my self-help
books, I try to write in a style
that will best accomplish my
writing aim: to "inform, entertain and hopefully even inspire
people to reach out and become
all they are CAPABLE of being".
HOW TO USE DIFFERENT
STYLES
Your style can vary from
time to time to suit the subject.
A good writer is able to vary
their style to suit the subject
matter andthe publication concerned.
For example, use short simple sentences when writing for
very young children.
When writing articles for
magazines, keep them strictly
factual and to the point.
No room for my flowery sort
of language!
Style varies from publication
to publication.
Some prefer to stick strictly
to the facts of the matter, while
others allow their writers to digress.

by Craig Lock
IS YOUR MEANING CLEAR?
That for me is good style.
TONE
This reveals your unique personality. It means "how are you
coming across" ?
Can I end a sentence with a
"preppie"?
Is your tone angry, arrogant,
breezy, sarcastic, bitter, ironic,
cynical or informal? What do
you think is the tone of this lesson (article)?
Tone may be used to inform or
instruct.
You should use variety in your
choice of rhythms.
In my non-fiction works, I try to
write in a simple and unobtrusive style, with the odd
"whacky" bit of humour thrown
in to keep the reader entertained,as well as informed.
I believe anyone can improve
their style by reading and writing more.
Look at how successful authors
do it and make a mental note (I
have no time for reading these
days!).
Practice your own writing regularly, stand back dispassionately
and look at it.
Read the words out aloud, or
preferably get someone else to
read your work out to you.Ask
yourself this important question:DO THE SENTENCES
FLOW NICELY?
Look at the flow: Is there variety in the length and structure of
the sentences?
Correct awkward phrases or obvious repetitions.
Check is your meaning clear?
(continued on page 5)
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The Gospel of Writing According to Marilyn

This is the sixth of a series of articles describing the writing process from the viewpoint of a published author and publisher. This
series will help writers see what
the writing world is all about.

P

ush Past Your Insecurities and Keep Moving
Your Pen
Writing takes courage.
Talent is part of the equation, but it
is a smaller part. Becoming a writer takes a willingness to let people
see who you really are. Determination is the key.
In January, after many suggestions over the years, I finally arranged to work with a channeler. I
had glimpses through the years of
what I call my Council of 12, a
group of spirits guiding me
through the perils of life's choices.
I've found that when I pay attention to their voices, my life proceeds with ease. When I stop listening, trouble follows.
A specific set of messages had
started to appear frequently, and
although I resisted them, I was also
drawn to find out why I was receiving them. Thus, I arranged the
channeling session. During the session, I was told that I must begin to
make all of my choices from openness and joy instead of from fear.
When I asked how to know when I
was choosing from fear, the spirit
guide said, "It's simple. When
there is struggle, there is fear.
4

Look at the layers of the
struggle and you will see
some form of fear: jealousy,
envy, anger, not being
enough, insecurity, scarcity,
and more."
This applies to everything, including writing.
When there is struggle,
when you feel like the internal critic has your brain on
hold, look at where the fear
is coming from. Then put
that fear on sabbatical and
write through it. As Susan
Jeffers says in her book,
"Feel the fear, then do it anyway!"
Let's talk for a minute
about the fear factor in writing. When you sit down to
start, you are committing to
creating literature. This
brings in many thoughts that
will cause anxiety:
- You think about all the
people who might read this,
especially family members.
- You think that you have
to be a voice of authority or
no one will take you seriously.
- You think your writing
has to dazzle.
- You have the pressure
of deadline and length to
consider.
With these and other
pressures, it's no wonder
you are hesitating. And you
jump in anyway. And the
first paragraph sounds terrible, the next one not much
better. The third starts to
look a little better. The
fourth actually sounds pretty
good.

By Marilyn
This is pretty typical
of the writing process.
Usually around that time
you have found your
voice and start to be
yourself.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Would you like writing
exercises to help you integrate the lessons in this
series? Go to http://
www.clarityofvision.com
/writingexercises.html .
For additional resources
Marilyn provides to writers,
go
to
http://
www.clarityofvision.com

Make Your Characters Real and What is Writing Style and How do you Develop It?
(Continued from page 2)

The point is, make your
characters real. Don’t make
them fake and give them a
southern drawl that is made
up. They need to be in tune
with your story or they will
portray a phoniness that will
leave the reader dry. In the
movie I was talking about
earlier, the actress and actor
who portrayed the main two
characters tried really hard
to do a good job of playing
their parts, and they did. But
they tried so hard that their
phony accents sounded exactly that. The whole movie
was like that. These two
people had no business playing a southern part because
their voices didn’t work.
In writing, you don’t
have a verbal voice to make
your character believable.
That’s why it’s important
when you create a character
that your reader will want to
follow because he or she is
honest, true and real to them
– not fake or made up and
unbelievable. A lot of good
books never get read because the author failed to
create a character worth the
time and money a reader
invests in a book. Phony
characters will label the author and the book completely. Your characters have to
be real and carry the book
cover to finish.
Point here is: Make Your
Characters Real.

(continued from page 3)

Look at the flow: Is there variety in the length and structure of
the sentences?
Correct awkward phrases or
obvious repetitions.
Check is your meaning clear?
With no waffling (must heed
that one!).
Then rewrite and rewrite to
improve the quality of your work.
Top writers rewrite many
many times over.
Be aware that style can be
changed to suit circumstances.
Style is very individual - it is
your own style...and is YOURS
alone - your unique personality
"shining through".
Style may be simple, formal,
and even utilize slang, or be more
complex with long sentences, sub
-clauses and paragraphs; but it
should never lose its essential
clarity.
The essence of good style, I
believe, is SIMPLICITY.
In writing articles for say,
newspapers, your preference will
largely depend on your market.
For example in the UK, British
newspapers like 'The Sun' generally have a short and sharp style to appeal to the masses.
'The Times' usually has longer
and more demanding prose to
stimulate "more edu-ma-cated"
readers.
I've written this article in a
"short and sharp, punchy" style.
I also have a serious, yet simple style for my novels on South
Africa. They are written "from the
heart" In a totally different style
to this lesson/article's "brief,
punchy and to the point" style. I
wrote ANGOLAN DAWN in a
different style to my other novels
to portray the way an unsophisticated big word!) Anglonian

Angolan migrant labourer
would see the world, think
and speak
In my non-fiction works,
like this article and my selfhelp books, I try to write in
a style that will best accomplish my writing aim: to
"inform, entertain and hopefullyeven inspire people to
reach out and become all
they are CAPABLE of being".
*When I write articles for
"the international market" of
the net, I don't target particular countries and try to
adapt my writing style. I've
found that people around the
world don't seem to mind
the fact that I may use
"funny" words or spelling small details, like "s's" instead of "z's", color or colour...as long as the grammar
is reasonably correct. I just
try to write in my "natural
style with the odd bit of
whacky and zany" humourone in which I feel comfortable(seeing I was brought
up in South Africa with
British English) and suggest
you writers do the same.
My advice is just find your
"natural style" by writing as
youSpeak - as practice writing in your "natural style"
breeds confidence. I hope
this article may be helpful to
you in learning more about
your own "natural style."
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Craig Lock is an author of numerous
books and the creator of the ORIGINAL
online creative writing course. http://
www.nzenterprise.com/writer/
creative.html Craig has had five books
published on various subjects with another
12 manuscripts being published and marketed
on
the
internet.
http://www.novelty-gift.com/ebooks.html
and
http://www.bridgeniche.com/CLOCK/
zaniestbooks.htm
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Writer’s Bookshelf

Foundation News

Now, through your National
Writers Association membership, you can save up to
80% off the list price of
office supplies.

NWA BOOKSTORE
NWA BOOKSTORE
NWA GUIDE TO WRITING FOR
BEGINNERS
Basics for every writer by Sandy
Whelchel
Rowman and Littlefield publishers $24.95
+ $2.20 p&h (retail $25.95)
THE FREELANCE WRITER’S
BIBLE
by Dave Trottier
Don’t miss this book. $18.15 + 2.50 p&h

ALL THE ABOVE BOOKS MAY BE
ORDERED THROUGH NWA.

There’s still time to encourage young talented
writers to submit a
scholarship application.
The application form is
Penny Wise Office Products offers huge selection, available online.
free overnight delivery,
guaranteed lowest prices,
and an additional 3%
savings for ordering on-line
at
www.penny-wise.com
For further details, call 800942-3311 and mention your
NWA membership to receive your exclusive discounts.

We will not be holding
the Victorian Tea this
year. We seem to have
lost some of the key
contacts to make it all
come together this year,
so we will be spending
the next few months reBe sure to ask about Penny establishing those conWise’s special Welcome tacts in order to have a
Kit offer—$75.00 worth of roaring start for 2023.
office supplies for $24.99.
National Writers Press, Inc.
NWP is now accepting new
manuscripts for a 2023 release date.
PUBLISHING QUALITY,
ROYALTY FICTION AND
NONFICTION.
No unsolicited manuscripts.
Accepting e-mail and mail
queries.
For more information about
the National Writers Press,
visit their website at:
www.nationalwriterspress.com
E-mail
natlwriterspress
@hotmail.com
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Just for Laughs
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Good News and Books by Members
Do YOU have a new book
that has been released? We
would love to share your joy
with other NWA Members!
Simply e-mail us at:
natlwritersassn@hotmail.co
m

FYI

Thought for The
Day
“There is no greater agony than
bearing an untold
story within you.”
-Maya Angelou

BOOKS BY MEMBERS

Review for Coal Creek Ranch
By Sandy Whelchel
Publication date March 27, 2021
Historical Sagas have everything from
humor to tragedy within their pages,
Coal Creek Ranch is no exception.
Reviewer Heather Sala says “Coal
Creek Ranch is a well-written book of
the trials and tribulations of homesteading and life in the 1800s to mid 1900s.
Coal Creek Ranch has everything from
birth to death. The modernization of
times and the struggle it brought to
homesteading.”
From Amazon
8

***If you’re considering
working with an agent or a
publisher, please contact
us for current information.
Please con-tact us on our
website
at
www.nationalwriters.com,
or email us at
Natlwritersassn
@hotmail.com***

Meet the Press

Camels of the Sierra Nevada
by Durlynn Anema
$14.95
ISBN: 978-0-88100-178-5
In the early 1860’s Otto Esche, a San Francisco businessman, went to Northern Asia (called
The Orient in those days) to buy several herds of Bactrian camels, then sent them to San Francisco. Julius Bandmann, another San Francisco businessman, purchased ten of these camels in
1860 with the goal of using them as pack animals. From 1861-64 he sent a caravan of nine
camels each year over the Big Tree-Carson Valley Road to Nevada. The camels were used to
transport salt, wood, and other merchandise to the silver mines in the Comstock Lode.
Why camels? Esche and Bandmann were familiar with the U. S. Army’s camel experiment in
the late 1850‘s. They envisioned camels as a resource to increase the freight loads while economizing on maintenance of the animals. Camels could carry twice the loads of other pack animals plus walk several miles further, could forage on desert plants no other animal would eat,
could go long periods without water. With these attributes, why did this idea fail?
Durlynn Anema, author of over twenty books, is a native Californian who has been involved
with California history and geography her entire life. She and her family spent many summers
camping, hiking, backpacking, and driving the areas described in this book. She can be
reached at durlynnca@gmail.com.
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Show Window Advertising
Have you Visited the NWA Website lately?
SERVICES

We have updated our Links page to
include handy to links enabling you to
Experienced transcriptionist seeks clients. advance your writing career.
All genres. Experience with research/book Links include:
proposals/interviews/ narrative. Transcribe
from tapes, CD, video, digital file. Confiden- *Copyright Office
tiality maintained. Short turnaround time, *APSS
accurate transcriptions. E-mail completed *Blurbeo
transcriptions/invoices directly to your com- *Health Insurance
puter. Payment by check. Contact: Paula AND MORE!
Hancock at
Visit the Links page today!
writersnetwork@roadrunner.com.
Have we missed a link? Would you
************************************ like a link for your writing based company?
Let us know!
Have a story to tell but no outlet? Take charge *****************************************
of your craft. Published your memoirs, your
scrapbooks, your journals, your travel photos,
PUBLISHING
your works of watercolor art, your fairytales.
Get Published, not turned down. Reflections in
Publish then into quality, four color books with
Writing www.freewebs.com/jvt01
sewn bindings. Go to www.storytellersrus.com
Email us for a free evaluation/
consultation-quote:
and begin. The writer within deserves this
newauthors@mail.com
chance to make a difference.

Transcriptionist seeks clients. All genres.
Works with digital files sent via InternetConfidentiality maintained. Contact: Kimperly
Mulwa at m.kimperly@gmail.com

FOUNDATION NEWS
NWA will begin accepting scholarship applications , with
a deadline of December 31.

natlwritersassn@hotmail.com for more information.

http://www.matchingdonors.com/
life/index.cfm?page=p011
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Chapter News
NOTICE:
Chapters are a great way
to network, form critique
groups, and generally get in
touch.
Remember, membership
with an active NWA chapter
gives you a $5.00 discount
on your NWA member dues.
Contact NWA for information on starting a chapter
or joining one in your area.
We encourage our members
to visit with their local chapters.
You can also request research report #112 for more
information. The meetings
are a great way to network
with fellow writers, so drop
by the next NWA chapter
meeting in your area.
FOOTHILLS CHAPTER
An NWA Chapter has
formed in the Evergreen,
Colorado area. The Foothills& Vicinity Writers
Group meets in Evergreen
on the 4th Saturday of every
month. For time, location,
and program agenda, contact
Jo Ann M. Colton at
jmccwrt@aol.com
OHIO VALLEY
CHAPTER
This is our newest NWA
chapter! They will be meeting on the first Saturday of
every month. E-mail dianaperryenterprises@yahoo.com

for details.

Colorado area. The Foothills&
Vicinity Writers Group meets in
Evergreen on the 4th Saturday of
every month. For time, location,
and program agenda, contact Jo
Ann
M.
Colton
at
jmccwrt@aol.com
SOUTH FLORIDA
CHAPTER

The chapter regularly meets at
the Coral Gables Holiday Inn opposite the University of Miami at
10:00 a.m. on the first Saturday
of each month. They hold additional critique groups for fiction,
nonfiction, short stories, poetry,
religious works and writing techniques.
Write to the chapter at P.O.
Box 570415, Miami, FL 532570415 .
HONOLULU CHAPTER
The Honolulu Chapter is currently moving their meetings to several locations.
Please check the NWA newsletter for the location of their current meeting. They are accepting
membership from all NWA
members living in and around
Hawaii, this includes members
living in Guam and other Pacific
Islands. Send #10 envelope to
Robert T. Tanouye at the address
below. They hold their meetings— from January to November— on the first Monday of
each month.
Contact
president
RobertTanouye at: 1015 N. School St.
#A-802, Honolulu, HI 96817 or
call (808-845-9585).

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER
The NWA/LAC president is
Tom
Howard. The chapter meets at
the
Marie Callender’s Restaurant,
10050 Riverside Drive, Toluca
Lake, CA.
For further information contact
Tom at Tom4art2@aol.com

VIRGINIA CHAPTER
We welcome members of the
newly organized Chapter in
Richmond, Virginia. Robblynn
Bonner has been working hard
to get this group organized. If
you live in the area and are interested in the group, e-mail
Robblynn at
rlynnb1@yahoo.com
WRITE-ON HOOSIERS, INC

We welcome our newest chapter, the Write-On Hoosiers in
Crown Point, IN. Sharon Palmeri is the President. She can be
contacted by calling
219-663-7307 or by e-mailing
journe3@attiglobal.net
*************************
Any corrections or additions to
Chapter Information should be
sent to:
NWA Chapters, 10940 S. Parker
Rd, #508, Parker, CO 80134 OR
e-mail us at
natlwritersassn@hotmail.com

FOOTHILLS CHAPTER
An NWA Chapter has
formed in the Evergreen,
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NWA NOVEL CONTEST
OPENS December annually
PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST:
The purpose of the National Writers Assn. Novel Contest is to encourage the development of creative skills,
recognize and reward outstanding ability in the area of novel writing.
CONTEST RULES:
Any genre or category of novel manuscript may be entered. All entries must be postmarked by April 1. Only
unpublished works may be submitted. All manuscripts must be typed, double-spaced, in the English language.
Maximum length is 100,000 words. Those unsure of proper manuscript format should request Research Report
#35.
The entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $35 per submission, and
return SASE if you wish the material and rating sheets returned. SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE RETURNED
WITHOUT SASE. The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use your metered postage unless it is undated.
Receipt of entry will not be acknowledged without a return postcard. Author's name and address must appear on
the first page. Entries remain the property of the author and may be submitted during the contest as long as they
are not published before the final announcement of winners.
JUDGINGAND PRIZES
Judging will be based on originality, marketability, research, and reader interest. Copies of the judges evaluation
sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry. First through fifth place awards will be presented at the annual NWAF Conference. 1st Prize -- $500 and possible representation; 2nd Prize -- $250; 3rd Prize
-- $150; 4th through 10th places will receive a book of the winner's choice. Honorable Mentions receive a certificate.
ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES
The entry fee per submission is $35. If you wish to have your submission critiqued, please request this on the entry form. Entry fees are used to pay judges and prize money.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
NWA NOVEL CONTEST FORM
Entry #____
To:NWA NOVEL Contest
Date_______
National Writers Assn.
Amt________
10940 S. Parker Rd. #508
RP_____Y______N
Parker, CO 80134
For completion by NWA Staff –
Leave empty

Please enter the enclosed entry (title)________________________________in the NWA Novel Contest.
______My entry fee $35 is enclosed.
___Please charge my ____MasterCard _____Visa #____________________________Exp. date_______ CVV___
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)_____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE #_______________________
_____You may retain my submission for a critique after judging. I am enclosing an additional
$1 per page for a critique.
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AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES
PURPOSE: Authorship magazine is the “in-house” publication for the National Writers Assn. It
is read by thousands of members on a quarterly basis. Currently the magazine is a 16 to 24page publication with a four color cover.
SCOPE: Articles submitted for consideration to Authorship should have a writing slant. Material should deal with writing “how-to’s” or current market trends. We are overstocked on inspirational “How I became a successful writer...” type material and will not be interested in any of
these articles. Articles slanted toward aspects of fiction—creating characters, setting scenes, etc.
are of interest and will be our primary interest. Humor is a plus — writing is serious enough
without a totally serious article.
We do not accept fiction. Poetry is published in our winter issue, if it has a writing theme.
SUBMISSIONS: All submissions should be in standard manuscript format, approximately
1,250 to 1,500 words, accompanied by an SASE if the material is to be returned. Authorship
uses AP style with the exception of state abbreviations. If the author is not aware of proper
manuscript format, they should request NWA RR#35 prior to submitting. Manuscripts accepted
for publication will be requested via e-mail in Microsoft Word format in text files with line
breaks. NO tabs, fancy fonts, bullets, charts, or tables. If charts or tables are necessary, submit
them like art work. Electronic files will be given preferred treatment as this prevents typos in
final copy.
Sharp clear photos of article authors will be requested if material is accepted.
PAYMENT: We are currently paying $10 honorarium per article or a $10 reduction on membership dues.
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