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anything you might 
check there. 

 
For now, I’ll let 

you  get back to your 
summer pro-
ject.  Happy writing 
and relaxing with 
some well deserved 
reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A h Sum-
mer!  

 
Having just 

packed away the last 
of my sweatshirts, I 
am wearing my first 
pair of shorts for the 
season.  That must 
mean it is summer.  

  
Most folks think 

of summer as vaca-
tion time, but if you 
are like most writers 
it is time to jump 
into a writing project 
and perhaps finish it. 
I am in the middle of 
co-authoring a work-
book.   

 
Frankly I think I 

could write a novel 
in the time it has tak-
en me to do the 
rough draft of the 

workbook. So if 
you are slogging 
through a writing 
project I can em-
pathize. 

 
This issue we 

have some more 
common sense 
advice from writer 
Marcella Meeks, 
as well as an open 
letter from her to 
our readers.  

 
We are also 

continuing the se-
ries  The Gospel 
of Writing Ac-
cording to Mari-
lyn.  

 
These are in 

addition to a much 
appreciated 
chuckle from car-
toonist Richard 
Haigler,  

 
By the  way, 

Richard has a new 
website so if you 
need a cartoon for 
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D ear Writers, 
 

     How’s it going out there? You don’t 
know me and I don’t know you and that’s 
probably a problem all across the board. 
But writing is a lonely profession to some 
degree and we all need a little encourage-
ment every once in awhile, especially 
from other writers. I do. You see, I’ve 
been writing a long time and have had a 
few stories published but still have a lot of 
self doubt because I haven’t made a living 
doing what I love to do best and that is 
write. But for many years, I worked in 
another field and made a living, using my 
writing talent in my work in ways that 
didn’t earn a byline. I don’t guess that 
counted because my writing was mainly 
for business purposes and I never got paid 
for the things I was required to write for 
my boss. 
 
     I retired several years ago and started 
writing regularly and some of my stories 
are being accepted here and there, in plac-
es such as Primary Treasure and The 
Guide Magazines, for children and teens, 
published by Pacific Press. Some of my 
work is being published in Authorship, 
Smarty Pants for Children, to name a few, 
and a few other publications online. 
 
     But that doesn’t qualify me as a writer 
because I'm not actually making a living 
writing, does it? 

 
I am retired and have a regular retirement 

income coming in – not as much as some  
retirees get but it takes care of my needs and  

An Open Letter to Writers     by Marcella Simmons 

bills as a whole. But a few 
checks for my stories arriv-
ing in the mail are a nice 
bonus though. And it makes 
me feel like a ‘real’ writer. 
Does that make sense? 
 

Even at that, I don’t 
feel like I do enough as a 
writer because sometimes, 
even though I write every-
day, most often than not, 
what I’ve written is not for 
publication. Is that a good 
thing? There are ideas I 
write down a lot and come 
back to later on – some-
times I can turn them into 
a story that can be submit-
ted to an editor but mostly, 
the stuff I free write about 
is placed in a file and nev-
er used. But it makes me 
glad and I feel better about 
it when I write something 
everyday! How about 
you? 

 
     I find encourage-

ment reading articles 
about writing. You can 
learn a lot by reading what 
other writers are doing to 
get published. I also enjoy 
writing about things per-
taining to writing. The 
way I see it, what 
knowledge I have learned 
throughout the years may 
help someone else and 
needs to be shared. I want 
to share my ideas with 
readers (and writers) like 
you.  

 
      I use to be a member 
of a writer's group in an-
other town about fifty 
miles away but eventually 
quit attending because of 
the distance round-trip. I 
enjoyed it a lot but it was 
too far to drive back in the 
day because I worked all 
the time and by Saturday, 

I was in no mood to be on 
the road half the day on my 
day off. I attempted start-
ing a group in our town but 
apparently no one around 
here is interested in writing 
like me. After several at-
tempts and no one showing 
up, I gave that idea up. 
 
     But I do love to write 
letters. Since my family 
lives fairly close, and we 
chat via cell text or Face 
Book everyday these days, 
there’s really no need to 
write letters. Besides, we 
see each other several 
times a week anyway. And 
they don’t want to talk 
about writing either! Bum-
mer! 
 
     Since I don’t know you 
and you don’t know me, I 
just decided to send an 
open letter out in hopes 
that it would be accepted 
and shared with writers just 
like you, in an effort to 
inspire and motivate all of 
you writers out there. 
 

Writer friends and ac-
quaintances, I learned a 
long time ago that in order 
to become a successful 
writer, you have to write. If 
you write everyday, it will 
help you to become a better 
writer. I've chatted with 
writers who ay they can't 
think of anything to write 
about. I think all writers 
have something to write 
about. Your life as a whole, 
is a palette of great ideas 
just waiting to be written 
and shared with readers. I'd 
be honored to read your 
stories and hope that you’d 
read mine! But again, they 
have to be written first and 
published.  

Continued on page  5 
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D ear Writers, 
      

     This past six weeks has 
been the hardest. There are 
so many things I want to do 
this time of year, especially 
outdoors in my flowerbed. 
There is a story I started sev-
eral weeks ago just sitting on 
my computer. I'm three type-
written pages in and that's it. 
What is wrong with me? 
When I think it might be a 
good time to slip into my 
office and work on it, sud-
denly I remember the hy-
drangeas needs to be repot-
ted or someone shows up 
wanting to sit on the porch 
and drink coffee and talk 
about a whole lot of nothing. 
Even so, when I do get free 
time to write, I just don't 
want to do it. I can invent 
excuses to keep from doing 
any writing whatsoever. 
 
     That's just it, Guys! I love 
to write. It's who and what I 
am. When I sit down at my 
computer, I am stumped and 
have no words. 
 
     Have you ever had that 
experience? Is it what we 
writers know as writer's 
block? I read an article a few 
years ago where this writer 
didn't believe in writer's 
block. Whatever it is, or 

whatever the reason I can't get mo-
tivated to write, it's something 
causing it. I am not a lazy person at 
all. Thing is, I'll sit down and make 
out long lists in long hand or I'll 
type up things and store it on my 
computer that has absolutely noth-
ing to do with writing. 
 

My daughter use to live a cou-
ple hundred miles away and I'd 
write to her every week until she 
got her cell phone and then we'd 
text each other every day. That 
eliminated writing letters for me, 
which I really enjoyed because 
most of the time they'd be five or 
six pages long. She'd reply with a 
one or two page letter the follow-
ing week. Now, we text each other 
several times a day but she has 
long since moved closer to me 
which also eliminated letter writ-
ing altogether. 

 
     I have never been without 

something to write about, and I've 
never dreaded writing whether it’s 
a letter or story or article. Usually 
after writing a letter to my daugh-
ter back in the day, I'd start work-
ing on a story idea or contemplate 
it afterwards, and before long, I 
might have several writing projects 
going at once. 

 
Writer Friends, I think this 

might be a mixture of writer's 
block and spring fever. I want to 
get outside and do anything to 
keep from being cooped up inside 
staring at my computer screen. I 
tried moving it to the porch but 
that didn't help either so I parked it 
back in my little office and simply 
aborted that mission altogether. 
Didn't work for me… 

 
     Writer's block or this idiotic 

notion to procrastinate is real - it 
has caused a huge slump in my 
creative inventions for days on end 
and I just can't seem to get past it. 

 
      

On Writer’s Block       by Marcella Simmons 

I did figure out ways to moti-
vate myself to write again, and one 
way is to free write whatever 
comes to mind for ten minute in-
tervals. It worked for awhile but 
then got a little boring but at least I 
was writing a little. 

And I write in my journal daily, 
another great way to write some-
thing each day. 

 
     I subscribed to three differ-

ent writer's magazines this past 
month in an effort to find the inspi-
ration and motivation I need to 
write again, and this may have 
solved some of the problem. I sub-
scribed and read three recent issues 
cover-to-cover of The Writer Mag-
azine, Writers Digest Magazine 
and Poets and Writers Magazine. 
There are other online writers web-
sites that have made a difference as 
well. I think it has helped to some 
degree because that story I started 
working on weeks ago, I am now 
tossing it around in my mind trying 
to figure out where I want it to go 
and who my readers are. At least 
it's a start. 

 
     Reading articles on different 

aspects of writing in these particu-
lar publications and websites have 
helped me to start writing again 
and break the procrastination or 
writer's block that has hung around 
for weeks. Looking back and see-
ing how little was done during this 
period really makes me sore be-
cause there were things that needed 
to be edited, rewritten and other 
story ideas needed to be worked 
on. And all that wasted time when 
I could have been writing and sub-
mitting. Six unproductive weeks - 
nothing to show. Time wasted. 

 
Continued on page 5 
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This is the first of a series of arti-
cles describing the writing pro-
cess from the viewpoint of a pub-
lished author and publisher. This 
series will help writers see what 
the writing world is all about.  
 

 

C hapter 3: Expressing 
What's In Our Hearts 
and Minds is a Direct 
Way to Access Your 

God, No Matter What Name You Use 
to Describe Him/Her 

Writing is a deceptively difficult 
art. It takes time, perseverance, pa-
tience, desire, and did I say, persever-
ance. Only write if you truly want to. 
As a writer I know put it, there are 
easier ways to be miserable. However, 
the rewards are great. 

Writing brings a feeling of power 
and freedom. And if you do it regular-
ly and with consistency, you will get 
better. 

 
Through writing, we access the 

inner landscape of our soul. Writing is 
about learning to pay attention, and 
then to communicate what you see in 
the environment around you and how 
you perceive what you observe. As a 
writer, it's your task to see people and 
things as they really are. To do this, 
you have to know who you are. This 
requires you to keep bringing your 
mind back to what is really there to be 
seen.  

The Gospel of  Writing According to Marilyn   By Marilyn  

 

 

 

 
      
 
 
 

 
A true writer is driven to 

put some part of their experi-
ence on paper. What holds the 
reader is your enthusiasm, 
your emotions, how it 
changed your life, what made 
you want to write in the first 
place. The source of all of 
what you convey through your 
writing is your connection to 
spirit, to your god , however 
that appears for you in your 
life. One of my writers re-
ferred to it as becoming the 
flute that allows the breath of 
understanding to flow 
through. Allow the message to 
move through you from that 
source. To be a writer, you 
have to be awed by what's 
going on inside of you, and 
then open yourself to the 
world around you. Think of 
those times when you've read 
something that truly moves 
you, where you have a 
glimpse of the writer's soul. 

 

One purpose of spiritual or 
personal development (what I 
call human potential) writers 
is to help others find meaning 
in their life. To do this, a writ-
er must record what they see 
in a way that transforms the 
reader's ideas, their beliefs, 
and their universe. And when 
all is said and done, what a 
reader really wants is to know 
the author better. That's why I 
always tell my clients that 
what you write reflects, and 
oftentimes reveals, the process 
you are in right now. Let me 
give you an example. I 
worked with a client who was 
writing about leadership from 
the heart versus the head.  

When I saw his first 
draft, it was uninspired, 
dry, and boring. I called 
him up and said, "Bob, 
what are you writing 
about?" He replied, 
"Leadership from the heart, 
not the head." I asked him, 
"And where do you think 
you are writing from?" 
There was a long pause, 
and he finally said, "From 
the head." I told him to go 
back to the writing and this 
time, to use a paper and pen 
and to tell the story, not try 
to explain it. Just write until 
he couldn't write anymore, 
until the story had been 
told. 

 
 
He agreed to try it, and 

another draft arrived the 
next week. I started to read 
it, and said to myself, "He's 
got it! He understood what 
I was saying, and he's writ-
ing from his heart." About 
three pages into the draft, 
the writing shifted. I called 
him up and asked him, 
"What were you doing on 
page three when you went 
from the story into an ex-
planation?" He laughed and 
said I'd busted him. He had 
stopped to "think" and de-
cided he needed to refer to 
a file about a client. The 
tone of the writing changed 
from one of storytelling to 
one of explanation. And I, 
as a reader lost interest. 

 
 

You will be writing 
from your own experience, 
and most likely from the 
process you are currently 
experiencing. To become a 
truly great writer, you must 
learn to trust that experi-
ence. 

Continued on page 6 
 

http://www.clarityofvision.com/
http://www.articlesfactory.com/
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A Open Letter to Writers 
Continued from page 2 

 

That’s what writers do… 
we write our life's stories and 
present them to the world to be 
read.  

 
What story(s) have you 

been working on? What in-
spired you to write that particu-
lar kind of story? Who is your 
audience? Do you think it’s 
something I’d enjoy reading? 
Oh, that’s right! We don’t ex-
actly know each other, do we? 
But try me anyway! Get that 
story written, put it away for a 
few days and then drag it back 
out, edit and revise it and then 
find a publication that you 
think is a perfect fit, and sub-
mit. Since I am a writer, and I 
love to read a lot, chances are, 
I’ll read your story once it’s 
published. 

  
    Oh yes, Dear Heart, writ-

ers should read magazines and 
books that they are interested 
in especially if it’s the kind of 
material they’re thinking about 
writing. It’s not to copy-cat 
someone’s work, mind you, but 
a simple way to learn what edi-
tors are looking for and what 
they want to publish.  

   
   I was taught many years 

ago to ‘write what you know’. 
Well that’s okay for some peo-
ple, but even I can learn new 
things and write about it. I 
have many times! It depends 
on the writer, and how much 
he/she is willing to invest in 
learning about something new  
and how much time and effort 
needs to be put into learning 
new things. We are all differ-
ent. But that’s me! I love a 
good challenge! 

    
 

 Writing is a lonely profession to 
some degree because we do spend a 
lot of time penning (or computing) 
words everyday, but it can be a joy-
ous profession knowing that at the 
end of a good story, we have touched 
someone’s life, or made someone 
laugh or cry. If we make someone 
angry at least we have written some-
thing and someone either liked it or 
they didn’t.   

      
I have been rambling on and I 

know the editor is wishing I’d shut 
up and end this letter to all of you, 
and I will! Eventually! I just hope 
that you’ve enjoyed the few tips 
sprinkled in here and there. It’s been 
a pleasure talking to you, and hope to 
talk to you again soon. 

 
 

About The Author 
Marcella Simmons has been writing 
since 1988. She has several hun-
dred published credits in hundreds of 
small press publi-cations such as 
Byline Maga-zine, Writer's Info, Mew 
Writer's Magazine, Housewife-
Writer's Magazine, Funds For Writ-
ers, First Writer, Primary Treasure, 
Christian Educator and Adelaide Lit-
erary Magazine, as well The Light and 
Champion Newspa-per, Mansfield 
Enterprise Newspaper and the Boss-
ier Press Tribune. In 1991, Marcella 
graduated from THE INSTITUTE OF 
CHILDREN'S LITERATURE: Writing 
for Chil-dren and Teens; WRITER'S 
DIGEST SCHOOL : Nonfiction Writ-
ing; and ICS School of Short Story/
Journalism.  

 
 

On Writer’s Block 
Continued from page 3 
 

 
Have you ever procrasti-

nated like that or been plagued 
with writer's block? How did 
you overcome it? What did 
you do to get motivated?  

 
 
Well, it's been a long last 

six weeks and I need to end 
this letter so that I can start on 
some of the work that should 
have been done weeks ago. 
I've got a ton of story ideas 
that are jumping out of my 
brain left and right, and I need 
to snag a couple of those inter-
esting story ideas and write 
them down so I'll have some-
thing to submit next week! 
You know how it is - we writ-
ers can be stumped one minute 
and, on a roll, the next. 

 
    Until next time, be safe 

and happy writing… 
 

About The Author 
Marcella Simmons has been 
writing since 1988. She has 
several hundred published 
credits in hundreds of small 
press publi-cations such as 
Byline Maga-zine, Writer's 
Info, Mew Writer's Magazine, 
Housewife-Writer's Magazine, 
Funds For Writers, First Writ-
er, Primary Treasure, Chris-
tian Educator and Adelaide 
Literary Magazine, as well The 
Light and Champion Newspa-
per, Mansfield Enterprise 
Newspaper and the Bossier 
Press Tribune. In 1991, Mar-
cella graduated from THE IN-
STITUTE OF CHILDREN'S 
LITERATURE: Writing for Chil
-dren and Teens; WRITER'S 
DIGEST SCHOOL : Nonfiction 
Writing; and ICS School of 
Short Story/Journalism.  
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Writer’s Bookshelf 

 

Continued from page 4 
 

 
How does this help us 

access your god? Words 
come through your mind, 
but they originate in your 
heart. It is this heart center 
that becomes the channel 
through which your source, 
your god, your spirit, in-
spires you to share your 
messages. You become 
what my spiritual teacher 
refers to as the hollow 
bone. The style, words, and 
emotions you write are 
yours; however, the mes-
sage and your need to write 
it is encouraged by energy 
from Source. When you 
understand how to allow 
yourself to become the ves-
sel, you will be guided by 
forces that will take you on 
journeys into the depths of 
your imagination. The key 
is in learning how to step 
out of your ego-brain and 
tap into that heart-centered 
source. When you can con-
sistently do that in your 
writing, you will become a 
powerful writer. 

 

 

About The Author 
 
Want to become a powerful writ-
er? Join Marilyn on her teleclass, 
Transformational Storytelling, 
and learn how to use your experi-
ences to change lives through 
your writing. For more infor-
mation about this teleclass and 
other resources Marilyn provides 
to writers, go to  
 
http://www.clarityofvision.com  

 
NWA BOOKSTORE  

Now, through your National 
Writers Association mem-
bership, you can save up to 
80% off the list price of 
office supplies. 
 
Penny Wise Office Prod-
ucts offers huge selection, 
free overnight delivery, 
guaranteed lowest prices, 
and an additional 3%
savings for ordering on-line 
at www.penny-wise.com 
For further details, call 800-
942-3311 and mention your 
NWA membership to re-
ceive your exclusive dis-
counts. 
 
Be sure to ask about Penny 
Wise’s special Welcome 
Kit offer—$75.00 worth of 
office supplies for $24.99. 

NWA BOOKSTORE  
 

NWA GUIDE TO WRITING FOR  
BEGINNERS  

 
Basics for every writer by Sandy  
Whelchel  
 
Rowman and Littlefield publishers $24.95 
+ $2.20 p&h (retail $25.95)  
 
 

THE FREELANCE WRITER’S  
BIBLE  

 
by Dave Trottier  
 
Don’t miss this book. $18.15 + 2.50 p&h  
 

A WAY IN THE  
WILDERNESS  

 
by Paula Silici  
 
This well-researched western romance is 
bound to leave you asking for more.  
 
$16.95 + $2.50 p&h  
 
Moonlight Mesa  
Associates Publishers  
 

ALL THE ABOVE BOOKS MAY BE  
ORDERED THROUGH NWA.  

National Writers Press, Inc. 
 
 
NWP is now accepting new 
manuscripts for a 2023 re-
lease date. 
 
PUBLISHING QUALITY, 
ROYALTY FICTION AND 
NONFICTION. 
 
No unsolicited manuscripts. 
Accepting e-mail and mail 
queries. 
 
For more information about 
the National Writers Press, 
visit their website at: 
www.nationalwriterspress.com 
 
E-mail 
natlwriterspress 
@hotmail.com 

http://www.clarityofvision.com/
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Just for Laughs 
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BOOKS BY MEMBERS 

 

 

Review for Coal Creek Ranch 
 
By Sandy Whelchel 
 
Publication date March 27, 2021 
 
Historical Sagas have everything from 
humor to tragedy within their pages, 
Coal Creek Ranch is no exception.  
 
Reviewer Heather Sala says “Coal 
Creek Ranch is a well-written book of 
the trials and tribulations of homestead-
ing and life in the 1800s to mid 1900s. 
Coal Creek Ranch has everything from 
birth to death. The modernization of 
times and the struggle it brought to 
homesteading.” 
 
From Amazon 

Good News and Books by Members 

 

Do YOU have a new book 
that has been released? We 
would love to share your joy 
with other NWA Members! 
 
Simply e-mail us at:  
natlwritersassn@hotmail.co
m 

FYI 

 
 
***If you’re considering 
working with an agent or a 
publisher, please contact 
us for current information. 
Please con-tact us on our 
website at 
www.nationalwriters.com,  
or email us at  
Natlwritersassn 
@hotmail.com*** 
 

Thought for The 
Day 

 
“Writing is  

thinking. To write 
well is to think 
clearly. That’s 

why it’s so hard.” 
 

-David 
McCullough 
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Baggage Claim 
by Kelly Elmore 

$14.95 
ISBN: 978-0-88100-173-0 

 
 

Ever find yourself feeling like you need a second chance? Or maybe a third, or fourth? Have you ever 
felt like “If only I had a do-over, I might have a different outcome?” 
  
This book is about realizing a different outcome is not only possible but has already happened through 
the blood of Jesus. He has given us a new hope and a future.  Jesus is our second, third, fourth, and infi-
nite  chance. He is our hope. We no longer have to live in the past. We don’t have to live with our guilt, 
shame, disappointment, failures, loses or missteps.  
  
Hope is knowing God is always working. Even when we can’t see it, even when we can’t feel it. God is 
working, He is faithful! Hope is confidently knowing God will be faithful to complete his promises. 
Hope is looking to God and knowing he has victoriously defeated evil and in doing so, gave all believers 
a second chance, he gave us HOPE.  
  
Isaiah 40:31  
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; the will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  
  
If you have ever dreamed of having a second chance please join me on a journey of hope. This journey 
will explore who we are in Christ, who he made us to be, how to  let go of our past and embrace our sec-
ond chance created by our Lord and savior.  
  
Hope in Jesus is our second chance. 

Meet the Press 
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EDITING/REVISING 

 
NWA award winning author with extensive 
grammar and punctuation background will edit 
your work carefully and concisely. Proofread-
ing, editing and critiques of book-length works 
or poetry and short stories. Email Paula at  
pro-edits.com 
 

SERVICES 
 
Experienced transcriptionist seeks clients. 
All genres. Experience with research/book 
proposals/interviews/ narrative. Transcribe 
from tapes, CD, video, digital file. Confiden-
tiality maintained. Short turnaround time, 
accurate transcriptions. E-mail completed 
transcriptions/invoices directly to your com-
puter. Payment by check. Contact: Paula 
Hancock at  
writersnetwork@roadrunner.com. 
 
************************************ 
 
Have a story to tell but no outlet? Take charge 
of your craft. Published your memoirs, your 
scrapbooks, your journals, your travel photos, 
your works of watercolor art, your fairytales. 
Publish then into quality, four color books with 
sewn bindings. Go to www.storytellersrus.com 
and begin. The writer within deserves this 
chance to make a difference. 
 
Transcriptionist seeks clients. All genres. 
Works with digital files sent via InternetCon-
fidentiality maintained. Contact: Kimperly 
Mulwa at m.kimperly@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Show Window Advertising 

Have you Visited the NWA Website lately? 
 
We have updated our Links page to 
include handy to links enabling you to 
advance your writing career. 
Links include: 
 
*Copyright Office 
*APSS 
*Blurbeo 
*Health Insurance 
AND MORE! 
 
Visit the Links page today!  
 
Have we missed a link? Would you 
like a link for your writing based company? 
Let us know! 
***************************************** 
 

PUBLISHING 
Get Published, not turned down. Reflections in  

Writing www.freewebs.com/jvt01 
Email us for a free evaluation/ 
c o n s u l t a t i o n - q u o t e : 

newauthors@mail.com 

FOUNDATION NEWS 
 

NWA will begin accepting scholarship applications , with 
a deadline of December 31.  

 

natlwritersassn@hotmail.com for more information. 

http://www.matchingdonors.com/
life/index.cfm?page=p011 
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NOTICE: 
 

Chapters are a great way 
to network, form critique 
groups, and generally get in 
touch. 

 Remember, membership 
with an active NWA chapter 
gives you a $5.00 discount 
on your NWA member dues. 

Contact NWA for infor-
mation on starting a chapter 
or joining one in your area. 
We encourage our members 
to visit with their local chap-
ters. 

You can also request re-
search report #112 for more 
information. The meetings 
are a great way to network 
with fellow writers, so drop 
by the next NWA chapter 
meeting in your area. 

 
FOOTHILLS CHAPTER 

 
An NWA Chapter has 
formed in the Evergreen, 
Colorado area. The Foot-
hills& Vicinity Writers 
Group meets in Evergreen 
on the 4th Saturday of every 
month. For time, location, 
and program agenda, contact 
Jo Ann M. Colton at 
jmccwrt@aol.com 

 
OHIO VALLEY  

CHAPTER 
This is our newest NWA 
chapter! They will be meet-
ing on the first Saturday of 
every month. E-mail diana-
perryenterprises@yahoo.com 

for details. 
 
 
 
FOOTHILLS CHAPTER 

 
An NWA Chapter has 
formed in the Evergreen, 

Colorado area. The Foothills& 
Vicinity Writers Group meets in 
Evergreen on the 4th Saturday of 
every month. For time, location, 
and program agenda, contact Jo 
Ann M. Colton at 
jmccwrt@aol.com 

SOUTH FLORIDA 
CHAPTER 

 
The chapter regularly meets at 
the Coral Gables Holiday Inn op-
posite the University of Miami at 
10:00 a.m. on the first Saturday 
of each month. They hold addi-
tional critique groups for fiction, 
nonfiction, short stories, poetry, 
religious works and writing tech-
niques. 
Write to the chapter at P.O. 
Box 570415, Miami, FL 53257-
0415 . 

 
HONOLULU CHAPTER 

 
The Honolulu Chapter is current-
ly moving their meetings to sev-
eral locations. 
Please check the NWA newslet-
ter for the location of their cur-
rent meeting. They are accepting 
membership from all NWA 
members living in and around 
Hawaii, this includes members 
living in Guam and other Pacific 
Islands. Send #10 envelope to 
Robert T. Tanouye at the address 
below. They hold their meet-
ings— from January to Novem-
ber— on the first Monday of 
each month. 
Contact president Robert-
Tanouye at: 1015 N. School St. 
#A-802, Honolulu, HI 96817 or 
call (808-845-9585). 
 

Chapter News 

VIRGINIA CHAPTER 
 
We welcome members of the 
newly organized Chapter in 
Richmond, Virginia. Robblynn 
Bonner has been working hard 
to get this group organized. If 
you live in the area and are in-
terested in the group, e-mail 
Robblynn at 
rlynnb1@yahoo.com 
 
 
WRITE-ON HOOSIERS, INC 
 
We welcome our newest chap-
ter, the Write-On Hoosiers in 
Crown Point, IN. Sharon Palm-
eri is the President. She can be 
contacted by calling  
219-663-7307 or by e-mailing 
journe3@attiglobal.net 
 
************************* 
 
Any corrections or additions to 
Chapter Information should be 
sent to:  
 
NWA Chapters, 10940 S. Parker 
Rd, #508, Parker, CO 80134 OR 
e-mail us at  
natlwritersassn@hotmail.com 

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 
 
The NWA/LAC president is 
Tom 
Howard. The chapter meets at 
the 
Marie Callender’s Restaurant, 
10050 Riverside Drive, Toluca 
Lake, CA. 
For further information contact 
Tom at Tom4art2@aol.com 
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NWA SHORT STORY CONTEST 
 
 

 
OPENS April 1 annually 
 
PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST: 
The purpose of the National Writers Assn. Short Story Contest is to encourage the development of creative skills, 
recognize and reward outstanding ability in the area of short story writing. 
 
CONTEST RULES: 
Any genre of short story manuscript may be entered.  All entries must be postmarked by July 1.  Only unpublished 
works may be submitted.  All manuscripts must be typed, double-spaced, in the English language.  Maximum length 
is 5,000. Those unsure of proper manuscript format should request Research Report #35. 
 The entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $15  per submission, and 
return SASE if you wish the material and rating sheets returned.  OTHERWISE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE DE-
STROYED.  The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use your metered postage unless it is undated.  Receipt of 
entry will not be acknowledged without a return postcard.  Author's name and address must appear on the first page.   
Entries remain the property of the author and may be submitted during the contest as long as they are not published 
before the final notification of winners.  Final prizes will be awarded at the NWAF Workshop in June. 
 
JUDGING AND PRIZES 
Judging will be based on originality, marketability, research, and reader interest.  Copies of the judges evaluation 
sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry.  First through fifth place awards will be presented 
at the  NWAF Conference.  1st Prize  -- $250; 2nd Prize -- $100;  3rd Prize -- $50;  4th through 10th places will re-
ceive a book. First through third place winners may be asked to grant one- time  rights for publication in AUTHOR-
SHIP magazine.  Honorable Mentions receive a certificate. 
 
ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES 
The entry fee per submission is $15.  If you wish to have your submission critiqued, please request this on the entry 
form.  Entry fees are used to pay judges and prize money. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NWA SHORT STORY CONTEST FORM   Entry #____ 
To:NWA Short Story Contest    Date_______ 
National Writers Assn.     Amt________ 
10940 S. Parker Rd. #508     RP_____Y______N  
Parker, CO 80134 
Please enter the enclosed entry (title)______________________________in the NWA Short Story Contest. 
 
______My entry fee $15 is enclosed. 
_____Please charge my ____Mastercard _____Visa #____________________________Exp. date__________ 
 
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)_____________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________ 
CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________________________________________________ 
TELEPHONE #_______________________ 
_____You may retain my submission for a critique after judging.  I am enclosing $5 per thousand words for critique. 
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NWA POETRY CONTEST 
 
 
 
OPENS JULY 1 annually 
 
PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST 
The purpose of the National Writers Assn. Poetry Contest is to encourage the writing of poetry, an important form of 
individual expression which has a limited commercial market. 
 
CONTEST RULES 
All entries must be postmarked by October 1.  Only unpublished poems are eligible.  All poetry forms and styles are 
eligible as long as they do not exceed 40 lines.  Authors retain all rights and may submit their entries to publishers 
while the contest is in progress.  Anthology rights will be requested for the first through third place winners.   
The entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $10 per poem, and return 
SASE if you wish the poem and rating sheets returned.  POEMS WILL NOT BE RETURNED WITHOUT SASE.  
The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use your metered postage unless it is undated.  Receipt of entry will not 
be acknowledged without a return postcard.  Author's name and address must appear on the first page. 
 
JUDGING AND PRIZES 
Judging will be based on originality, technique, adherence to poetic style, and emotional value.  Copies of the judges 
evaluation sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry.  First through fourth place awards will 
be presented at the  annual  NWAF Conference.  Other winners will be notified by January 31. 1st Prize  -- $100; 2nd 
Prize -- $50;  3rd Prize -- $25; 4th through 10th Places will receive a book of the winner's choice.  Honorable Men-
tions receive a certificate. 
 
ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES 
The entry fee per poem is $10.  If you wish to have your poem critiqued, please request this on the entry form.  Entry 
fees are used to pay judges and prize money. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NWA POETRY CONTEST FORM       Entry #____ 
To:NWA Poetry Contest        Date_______ 
National Writers Assn.        Amt________ 
10940 South Parker Road, #508 
Parker, CO  80134 
Please enter the enclosed poem (title)______________________________in the  NWA Poetry Contest. 
 
______My entry fee $10 is enclosed. 
_____Please charge my ____Mastercard _____Visa #____________________________Exp. date__________ 
CVV#________ 
 
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)_____________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________ 
CITY, STATE, ZIP______________________________________________________________ 
TELEPHONE #_______________________ 
 
_____You may retain my poem for a critique after judging.  I am enclosing an additional 
$16 for evaluation. 
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AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES 

 
 
PURPOSE: Authorship magazine is the “in-house” publication for the National Writers Assn. It 
is read by thousands of members on a quarterly basis. Currently the magazine is a 16 to 24- 
page publication with a four color cover. 
 
SCOPE: Articles submitted for consideration to Authorship should have a writing slant. Materi-
al should deal with writing “how-to’s” or current market trends. We are overstocked on inspira-
tional “How I became a successful writer...” type material and will not be interested in any of 
these articles. Articles slanted toward aspects of fiction—creating characters, setting scenes, etc. 
are of interest and will be our primary interest. Humor is a plus — writing is serious enough 
without a totally serious article. 
 
We do not accept fiction. Poetry is published in our winter issue, if it has a writing theme. 
 
SUBMISSIONS: All submissions should be in standard manuscript format, approximately 
1,250 to 1,500 words, accompanied by an SASE if the material is to be returned. Authorship 
uses AP style with the exception of state abbreviations. If the author is not aware of proper 
manuscript format, they should request NWA RR#35 prior to submitting. Manuscripts accepted 
for publication will be requested via e-mail in Microsoft Word format in text files with line 
breaks. NO tabs, fancy fonts, bullets, charts, or tables. If charts or tables are necessary, submit 
them like art work. Electronic files will be given preferred treatment as this prevents typos in 
final copy. 
 
Sharp clear photos of article authors will be requested if material is accepted. 
 
PAYMENT: We are currently paying $10 honorarium per article or a $10 reduction on mem-
bership dues. 


