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Editor’s Say

For those who would
rather spend their sunny days outside, there
are some pointers on
enhancing your creative writing abilities to
keep you on track.
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“

Everybody’s
doing it.”

Do you remember using that old line
on your parents when
you were a teenager?
Your mother or father’s comeback probably was something
like “If your best
friend jumped off a
bridge would you do
that too?”
The point of course
being that if you had
any common sense
you wouldn’t.
Writers, when defending a critique of their
work will use a variant
of that statement.
Statements come back
as “No one uses commas anymore: there’s
a novel out there
which has a period on

the last page. The
rest is one run on
sentence: such and
such writer tells the
story it isn’t shown
and they got published.”

Finally, I hope that
you enjoy these warm
summer moths. Before
you know it, snow will
be back on the ground,
and holiday music will
be filling the air.

We also have the
next
installment
from Marilyn about
just showing up
every
day
and
bringing
passion
into your writing.
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Have a happy summer!

My inward answer
to all of that is:
“Fine but don’t expect me to recommend a publisher
for you. “
There’s a fine article in this issue
about getting published.
It is the
stuff of common
sense. I hope you
read it and take Ben
Wilkin’s advice.
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Today………………..………….8
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From Blank Spaces to Published Pages

S

You must remain tireless in
your pursuit of setting and
completing writing goals.
Daily, weekly, and monthly
goals are a great place to
start. Don’t worry if you
feel like a Looney Tunes®
character at times. It’s part
of the writer’s grind. Writing is like anything else in
life, the effort you summon
forth will directly relate to
your end result. Strive to
make your writing project
better than you ever thought
possible because that’s what
it needs to compete.
even Short Lessons that Every
Writer Needs to Know



Talk to Your Readers

To go from blank spaces to published
pages a paradigm shift may be in order. Practice writing to readers as if
you were speaking to them, rather than
writing for them and you will “hear”
your writing voice develop naturally.
Whether you’re writing a novel or a
magazine article, your writer’s voice is
the essence of who you are as a storyteller. Readers recognize a strong authentic voice on the page and seek it. A
writer’s voice rings aloud with confidence and clarity when it tells an effective story. Two excellent questions to
ask yourself before beginning any new
project are:
What do you really want to say?
AND
How would you like to express
those ideas to the best of your
ability?


Persistence Pays

The story you hold captive inside you
could be a novel – creative non-fiction
masterpiece- or even a screenplay
script.
2

by Ben Wilkins



Craft Your Story’s
Premise

Competition within the writing industry has become
fierce in recent decades. If
you want to compete with
established writers you’ll
have to study, work hard,
and never give up. It’s not
enough to just have a basic
idea for your story. You
need a solid premise for its
backbone. A well-planned
premise will guide you will
guide you along the journey
and save a ton of time. A
good premise outline will
help you answer these six
questions:
1. Who’s the protagonist?
Describe your main
character.
2. What’s the situation?
What is the hero’s situation in the story’s early
stage? How will that
situation develop regarding good or evil
forces working for or
against the hero?
3. What’s
protagonist’s
goal? What does the
hero want/need at the
beginning? What diffi-

cult choices will the
hero have to work
through in an attempt
to achieve their goal
4. Who’s the enemy?
Who or what tries to
stop the hero/heroine
from achieving their
goal?
5. What’s the disaster?
What major troubles
befall the hero/heroine
as they try to achieve
their goal?
6. What’s the conflict?
What conflicts will you
create from the hero’s
reaction to disaster,
and how can you continue this suspense of
conflict throughout the
story?
Here’s an example of a
quick but effective premise
summary that answers our
six questions. Feel free to
make your own.
Rebellious and restless outcast boy (situation) Harry
Potter (protagonist) wants
nothing more than to leave
his aunt & Uncle’s house
and become a powerful
wizard so he can live up to
the legacy of his mysterious parents (goal). But
then he discovers his parents were murdered by a
powerful dark wizard and
his aunt & Uncle don’t
want him to have anything
to do with magic or wizards (disaster). Harry must
somehow develop his inner
wizard and learn his
parent’s history on his own
(conflict). But the evil wizard (enemy) Voldemort
and his helpers of darkness
stand in Harry’s path.
(continued on page 5)

Enhance Your Creative Writing Abilities

C

reative writing is
considered to be one
of the most perplexing forms of articulating thoughts and ideas on
paper. It turns out to be a
hard nut to crack because it
requires the ability to think
freely, giving thoughts a
modicum of leeway, and
express ideas and experienced feelings sincerely and
openly.
That’s why putting wind
in the sails with creative
writing is not within every
writer’s grasp. It means that
a person, who succeeded in
process writing approach
that is all about planning,
revising, re-arranging, and
deleting text, re-reading, and
producing multiple drafts
before producing finished
documents, will have the
same good results in creative
writing.
Surely, it doesn’t imply
that creative writing process
doesn’t need proper planning
and preparation, it means
that creative writing permits
the author to deviate from
the specific writing styles
and not to be consistent with
all the standards of this style.
In a word, creative writing
gives the author leeway in
terms of presentation and
development of a piece of
writing.
Since creative writing is
not simply a matter of sitting
down, putting pen to paper,
following smart instructions
of emeritus pundits, commence at the beginning and
write through to the end.
Creative approach treats all
writing as a creative act that
requires time, positive feedback, and inspiration to be
done well. People who engage in creative writing do
not merely think freely; they

view the world from free-thinking
perspective.
Without a doubt, creative writing is not only about inspiration
and gift of the writer, and it is far
from coming easy to the writer, it
also needs a lot of elbow grease in
order to produce a piece of writing
worth the attention of the readers.
The key to success in creative
writing lies in the author’s ability
to be frank with his readers and
honest with himself. Don’t be
afraid to step aside from the established standards of the particular
writing style, and open the door of
your brain to the new ideas that
cross the threshold of your imagination and knock around your
mind.
Remember that process and
explorations are the keystones in
creative writing, rather than the
finished product. Let yourself release your inner genius and vent on
paper the most bizarre ideas that
amassed in your mind. The source
of ideas for your creative writing
can be various kinds of resources
of creativity such as oral tradition,
dreams, childhood memories,
sense perceptions and intuition.
Katrina Crosbie, a tutor of creative writing in Edinburgh University's Open Studies programme, asserts that getting in touch with subconscious mind is the key to original and creative writing. She also
claims that every writer can harness three simple techniques to
enhance his creative writing abilities, they are mental focusing techniques, harnessing the power of
your dreams and journal writing.
Harnessing these techniques takes
hard work; so, if you are ready, roll
up your sleeves and follow these
simple strategies.
I. Mental focusing techniques
Mental
focusing
techniques involve focusing on the
positive outcome. It implies that
you should concentrate and regulate your mental activity in order to
enter a quiet state of your mind.
The key point in mental focusing is
to get rid of all the stray thoughts
and replace it with one thought;
this process should gradually induce a calm sensation. The procedure is very simple, you make
yourself comfortable in a cozy
armchair, and in all possible ways
try to awake creativity inside of
you.
You should say something like
“I’m getting in touch with my creativity source”, and imagine physically how the stream of creativity
comes into your mind. Remember

by Linda Correli
The sensation of clear, cool water
on your face, or a fresh breeze,
which is blowing in your face.
Then imagine yourself sitting at
your word processor, typing fluently, and writing avidly. After several minutes open your eyes and
commence writing.
II. Harness the power of your
dreams
Dreams have tremendous power. The subconscious memory can
be the direct cause of the certain
dreams. “When the mind is centered on certain things, the sleeper
goes over his life again and again
in phantom fashion. He lives over
the experiences of his daily life.”
Overall, your daydreams can be
important, just write them down
after waking up in the morning.
Perhaps, later on, re-reading the
notes of your dreams will prompt
you some interesting ideas for your
creative works.”These can be triggers for an especially imaginative
piece of work. American writer
Joyce Carol Oates has said that her
novel Bellefleur was inspired by a
dream of a walled garden which
haunted her for years 'till she felt
she had to write about it.”
III. Keep the writing journal
This technique of enhancing
your creativity is very simple and
at the same time highly productive.
Buy yourself a notebook, so that
you can always have it at hand and
write some brief narratives in it on
a daily basis.
Don’t focus on the style, mistakes, and, in general, in the way
you write. Just write down the first
things that occur in your mind,
even if you think that this is junk.
The main idea is to keep your hand
moving and to feel a growing
sense of inspiration and confidence. In the course of time, you
will become a practiced hand in
writing. Surely, you’ll find your
journal notes a rich source of inspiration and ideas.
If you really want to enhance
you creative writing abilities, give
a try to these simple techniques,
and bring your craft as a writer

into play!

Aൻඈඎඍ ඍඁൾ Aඎඍඁඈඋ
Linda Correli is a staff writer
of
http://
www.CustomResearchPapers.us an
d an author of the popular online
tutorial for students "What Teachers Want: Master the Art of Essay
Writing in 10 Days", available
at http://www.Go2Essay.com
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The Gospel of Writing According to Marilyn

This is the seventh and eighth of
a series of articles describing the
writing process from the viewpoint of a published author and
publisher. This series will help
writers see what the writing
world is all about.

T

he Gospel of Writing
According to Marilyn,

Chapter 7: Ninety-five
percent of Writing is Just Showing
Up
If I were to ask each of you why
you haven't written a book, I'm
guessing the most common answer
would be that there doesn't seem to
be enough time in the day. There
are people with children, businesses, extended families, and any other life picture you can imagine.
Yet, they are published authors
who had the same life as you, and
they were able to write their book.
What's the difference?
I believe that the fundamental
difference is how much you value
what you have to say. And that
stems from how you value yourself. So, make yourself your highest priority. Schedule an hour a
day when you do nothing but sit
down to write. Block the time out
in your calendar. Let the people in
your life know that it's sacred time
for you. Don't give in to the pressure that you will feel when you
4

You will be amazed at
how much you can write in
an hour's time. When you
consistently write each day,
you will make significant
progress in your manuscript
and in your mastery of the
writing craft.
The Gospel of Writing
According to Marilyn,
Chapter 8: Passion is the
Fuel That Propels the Writing Engine.
One of my favorite authors is historical fiction
writer Sharon Kay Penman.
The historical period she
writes about is the Middle
Ages and she creates incredible romantic stories using
actual people and events.
She is a truly remarkable
writer. Her most famous
work is titled The Sunne in
Splendour, about the reign
of King Richard III. The
novel is nearly 1,000 pages
of very dense, imaginative,
and historically accurate
writing.
The fascinating part of
Penman's story is that she
wrote the novel while studying law. Even more amazing
is that after she had finished
writing the novel, she put
the only copy of the manuscript in her briefcase (she
had written it on a typewriter, before computers) and
put it in her car. When she
returned, someone had broken into her car and stole
the briefcase. Having no
other copy, she started again
and rewrote the entire novel!

By Marilyn
That, my friends, is an
example of having a passion that propels the writing engine.
Does writing ever feel
difficult? Definitely. If
you want to write really write
nothing anyone says or does will stop
you. So have courage,
feel the passion. Allow
the words to come out.
No writer is born a master. There will always be
revisions. Find that fire
within, stoke it, build the
flames, and keep adding
fuel. It will drive your
writing engine.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Would you like writing
exercises to help you integrate the lessons in this
series? Go to http://
www.clarityofvision.com
/writingexercises.html .
For additional resources
Marilyn provides to writers,
go
to
http://
www.clarityofvision.com

From Blank Spaces to Published Pages (continued from page 2)


Be a Wordsmith

The best writers paint pictures
with their words that evoke the
five senses. Many poets have
mastered this technique and
their work provides a vast assortment of inspirations to review. Avoid stale cliches such
as, “wake up and smell the coffee.” Try something unique.
“She smelled like a fresh mint
sprig slapped between the
palms to release its flavor” versus “She smelled great.” It’s
obvious which better excites
the imagination. Trigger emotions with vivid imagery that
play on the senses we use every day, sight, smell, taste,
touch, sound. Be aware of how
word selection and sentence
structure shape your writing
universe. Get lit. Begin and
end all paragraphs with fire.
Every word counts.



Write what you Read

Think about what you read for
pleasure and you might just
unbury some literary treasure.
There’s no wrong answer to
your preferences, so don’t kid
yourself. Which works excite
you the most? Is it romance?
Mystery? True Crime? Nonfiction or Western? The genre
of reading that you truly enjoy
is the genre that you will stand
the best chance of writing successfully. If you wouldn’t read
it, it’s more likely you wouldn’t be capable of writing it. By
writing what we’re familiar
with we are taking advantage
of knowing what to expect.
There will be less of a chance
of straying off course because
we instinctively know the path
and will be able to navigate the
inevitable obstacles.



A Cut Worthy Edit

A willingness to cut the flab from
what you’ve written is one of the
hallmarks of a professional writer.
Yes, it may be painful, but trimming
the fat is very necessary. Like a
hoarder buried under heavy clutter at
home, the writer must be ruthless in
shedding excess to make their work
presentable. Reread your work looking for spots where the voice tone
fades or changes. Focus revision
there to smooth out the rough patches. There may be no better editing
lesson than to read and dissect published author’s prose. They have purpose. Every sentence moves the
piece along fluently, whether nonfiction, novel, or short story. Consider cutting any sentence or paragraph
that doesn’t serve a purpose.



Aൻඈඎඍ ඍඁൾ Aඎඍඁඈඋ
Ben Wilkins is a contributing
writer for Spotlight on Recovery Magazine and the National
Buddhist Newsletter. His work
has been published with The
American Prison Writing Archive, Minutes Before Six, and
elsewhere. Though currently
imprisoned in Alaska, he believes life is only 10% what
happens t you, and 90% how
you respond to it. He hopes to
inspire others through writing.
He his hungry for opportunity
and feedback.

Rejections are Okay

Think of rejections as an unavoidable rite of passage, like a high school
initiation. The sooner you accept it,
the better off you’ll be. You will
send out queries and submissions
that return rejected. It’s part of a
writer’s life. There are many reasons
why your project didn’t make the
cut. Don’t take it personally. The
timing could have been off, or your
voice was wrong for the audience
targeted. Rejections can be a total
bummer, but they will give you an
extra push toward publication if you
pay attention to detail. In particular it
behooves one to take note if they
receive similar criticism from multiple sources. Focus revision energy in
that specific area. Don’t give up.
Brainstorm, revise, edit, and submit.
Repeat. If you write with passion and
submit with persistence, your fate as
a published writer will find you.
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Writer’s Bookshelf

Foundation News

Now, through your National
Writers Association membership, you can save up to
80% off the list price of
office supplies.

NWA BOOKSTORE
NWA BOOKSTORE
NWA GUIDE TO WRITING FOR
BEGINNERS
Basics for every writer by Sandy
Whelchel
Rowman and Littlefield publishers $24.95
+ $2.20 p&h (retail $25.95)
THE FREELANCE WRITER’S
BIBLE
by Dave Trottier
Don’t miss this book. $18.15 + 2.50 p&h

ALL THE ABOVE BOOKS MAY BE
ORDERED THROUGH NWA.

There’s still time to encourage young talented
writers to submit a
scholarship application.
The application form is
Penny Wise Office Products offers huge selection, available online.
free overnight delivery,
guaranteed lowest prices,
and an additional 3%
savings for ordering on-line
at
www.penny-wise.com
For further details, call 800942-3311 and mention your
NWA membership to receive your exclusive discounts.

We will not be holding
the Victorian Tea this
year. We seem to have
lost some of the key
contacts to make it all
come together this year,
so we will be spending
the next few months reBe sure to ask about Penny establishing those conWise’s special Welcome tacts in order to have a
Kit offer—$75.00 worth of roaring start for 2023.
office supplies for $24.99.
National Writers Press, Inc.
NWP is now accepting new
manuscripts for a 2023 release date.
PUBLISHING QUALITY,
ROYALTY FICTION AND
NONFICTION.
No unsolicited manuscripts.
Accepting e-mail and mail
queries.
For more information about
the National Writers Press,
visit their website at:
www.nationalwriterspress.com

E-mail
natlwriterspress
@hotmail.com
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Just for Laughs

7

Good News and Books by Members
The Worry Wart worries
A LOT! In making this
point to his best friend, he
describes worries that go
from the every day and
mundane to the comically
outlandish! Can his friend
help? Are there limits to
how much a Worry Wart
worries? The answers
may surprise you. Both
parents and kids can enjoy this book together.
Using humor and creativity, The Worry
Wart attempts to deal
with the very serious subject of anxiety in a lighthearted way and hopefully show that the world
doesn't have to be such a
scary place.

FYI
***If you’re considering
working with an agent or a
publisher, please contact
us for current information.
Please con-tact us on our
website
at
www.nationalwriters.com,
or email us at
Natlwritersassn
@hotmail.com***

Congratulations, Richard!

Tඁඈඎඁඍ ൿඈඋ Tඁൾ
Dൺඒ

BOOKS BY MEMBERS
Do YOU have a new book
that has been released?
We would love to share
your joy with other NWA
Members!
Simply e-mail us at:
natlwritersassn@hotmail.c
om

Our cartoonist Richard Haigler has published his children’s book, The Worry Wart,
available on Amazon.
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“Aඌ ൺ ඐඋංඍൾඋ, ඒඈඎ
ඌඁඈඎඅൽ ඇඈඍ ඃඎൽൾ,
ඒඈඎ ඌඁඈඎඅൽ
ඎඇൽൾඋඌඍൺඇൽ.”
-Eඋඇൾඌඍ Hൾආංඇඐൺඒ

Meet the Press

Camels of the Sierra Nevada
by Durlynn Anema
$14.95
ISBN: 978-0-88100-178-5
In the early 1860’s Otto Esche, a San Francisco businessman, went to Northern Asia (called
The Orient in those days) to buy several herds of Bactrian camels, then sent them to San Francisco. Julius Bandmann, another San Francisco businessman, purchased ten of these camels in
1860 with the goal of using them as pack animals. From 1861-64 he sent a caravan of nine
camels each year over the Big Tree-Carson Valley Road to Nevada. The camels were used to
transport salt, wood, and other merchandise to the silver mines in the Comstock Lode.
Why camels? Esche and Bandmann were familiar with the U. S. Army’s camel experiment in
the late 1850‘s. They envisioned camels as a resource to increase the freight loads while economizing on maintenance of the animals. Camels could carry twice the loads of other pack animals plus walk several miles further, could forage on desert plants no other animal would eat,
could go long periods without water. With these attributes, why did this idea fail?
Durlynn Anema, author of over twenty books, is a native Californian who has been involved
with California history and geography her entire life. She and her family spent many summers
camping, hiking, backpacking, and driving the areas described in this book. She can be
reached at durlynnca@gmail.com.
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Show Window Advertising
Have you Visited the NWA Website lately?
SERVICES

We have updated our Links page to
include handy to links enabling you to
Experienced transcriptionist seeks clients. advance your writing career.
All genres. Experience with research/book Links include:
proposals/interviews/ narrative. Transcribe
from tapes, CD, video, digital file. Confiden- *Copyright Office
tiality maintained. Short turnaround time, *APSS
accurate transcriptions. E-mail completed *Blurbeo
transcriptions/invoices directly to your com- *Health Insurance
puter. Payment by check. Contact: Paula AND MORE!
Hancock at
Visit the Links page today!
writersnetwork@roadrunner.com.
Have we missed a link? Would you
************************************ like a link for your writing based company?
Let us know!
Have a story to tell but no outlet? Take charge *****************************************
of your craft. Published your memoirs, your
scrapbooks, your journals, your travel photos,
PUBLISHING
your works of watercolor art, your fairytales.
Get Published, not turned down. Reflections in
Publish then into quality, four color books with
Writing www.freewebs.com/jvt01
sewn bindings. Go to www.storytellersrus.com
Email us for a free evaluation/
consultation-quote:
and begin. The writer within deserves this
newauthors@mail.com
chance to make a difference.

Transcriptionist seeks clients. All genres.
Works with digital files sent via InternetConfidentiality maintained. Contact: Kimperly
Mulwa at m.kimperly@gmail.com

FOUNDATION NEWS
NWA will begin accepting scholarship applications , with
a deadline of December 31.

natlwritersassn@hotmail.com for more information.

http://www.matchingdonors.com/
life/index.cfm?page=p011
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Chapter News
NOTICE:
Chapters are a great way
to network, form critique
groups, and generally get in
touch.
Remember, membership
with an active NWA chapter
gives you a $5.00 discount
on your NWA member dues.
Contact NWA for information on starting a chapter
or joining one in your area.
We encourage our members
to visit with their local chapters.
You can also request research report #112 for more
information. The meetings
are a great way to network
with fellow writers, so drop
by the next NWA chapter
meeting in your area.
FOOTHILLS CHAPTER
An NWA Chapter has
formed in the Evergreen,
Colorado area. The Foothills& Vicinity Writers
Group meets in Evergreen
on the 4th Saturday of every
month. For time, location,
and program agenda, contact
Jo Ann M. Colton at
jmccwrt@aol.com
OHIO VALLEY
CHAPTER
This is our newest NWA
chapter! They will be meeting on the first Saturday of
every month. E-mail dianaperryenterprises@yahoo.com

for details.

Colorado area. The Foothills&
Vicinity Writers Group meets in
Evergreen on the 4th Saturday of
every month. For time, location,
and program agenda, contact Jo
Ann
M.
Colton
at
jmccwrt@aol.com
SOUTH FLORIDA
CHAPTER
The chapter regularly meets at
the Coral Gables Holiday Inn opposite the University of Miami at
10:00 a.m. on the first Saturday
of each month. They hold additional critique groups for fiction,
nonfiction, short stories, poetry,
religious works and writing techniques.
Write to the chapter at P.O.
Box 570415, Miami, FL 532570415 .
HONOLULU CHAPTER
The Honolulu Chapter is currently moving their meetings to several locations.
Please check the NWA newsletter for the location of their current meeting. They are accepting
membership from all NWA
members living in and around
Hawaii, this includes members
living in Guam and other Pacific
Islands. Send #10 envelope to
Robert T. Tanouye at the address
below. They hold their meetings— from January to November— on the first Monday of
each month.
Contact
president
RobertTanouye at: 1015 N. School St.
#A-802, Honolulu, HI 96817 or
call (808-845-9585).

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER
The NWA/LAC president is
Tom
Howard. The chapter meets at
the
Marie Callender’s Restaurant,
10050 Riverside Drive, Toluca
Lake, CA.
For further information contact
Tom at Tom4art2@aol.com

VIRGINIA CHAPTER
We welcome members of the
newly organized Chapter in
Richmond, Virginia. Robblynn
Bonner has been working hard
to get this group organized. If
you live in the area and are interested in the group, e-mail
Robblynn at
rlynnb1@yahoo.com
WRITE-ON HOOSIERS, INC

We welcome our newest chapter, the Write-On Hoosiers in
Crown Point, IN. Sharon Palmeri is the President. She can be
contacted by calling
219-663-7307 or by e-mailing
journe3@attiglobal.net
*************************
Any corrections or additions to
Chapter Information should be
sent to:
NWA Chapters, 10940 S. Parker
Rd, #508, Parker, CO 80134 OR
e-mail us at
natlwritersassn@hotmail.com

FOOTHILLS CHAPTER
An NWA Chapter has
formed in the Evergreen,
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NWA SHORT STORY CONTEST
OPENS April 1 annually
PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST:
The purpose of the National Writers Assn. Short Story Contest is to encourage the development of creative skills,
recognize and reward outstanding ability in the area of short story writing.
CONTEST RULES:
Any genre of short story manuscript may be entered. All entries must be postmarked by July 1. Only unpublished
works may be submitted. All manuscripts must be typed, double-spaced, in the English language. Maximum
length is 5,000. Those unsure of proper manuscript format should request Research Report #35.
The entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $15 per submission, and
return SASE if you wish the material and rating sheets returned. OTHERWISE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE DESTROYED. The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use your metered postage unless it is undated. Receipt
of entry will not be acknowledged without a return postcard. Author's name and address must appear on the first
page. Entries remain the property of the author and may be submitted during the contest as long as they are not
published before the final notification of winners. Final prizes will be awarded at the NWAF Workshop in June.
JUDGING AND PRIZES
Judging will be based on originality, marketability, research, and reader interest. Copies of the judges evaluation
sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry. First through fifth place awards will be presented at the NWAF Conference. 1st Prize -- $250; 2nd Prize -- $100; 3rd Prize -- $50; 4th through 10th places
will receive a book. First through third place winners may be asked to grant one- time rights for publication in
AUTHORSHIP magazine. Honorable Mentions receive a certificate.
ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES
The entry fee per submission is $15. If you wish to have your submission critiqued, please request this on the
entry form. Entry fees are used to pay judges and prize money.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
NWA SHORT STORY CONTEST FORM
Entry #____
To:NWA Short Story Contest
Date_______
National Writers Assn.
Amt________
10940 S. Parker Rd. #508
RP_____Y______N
Parker, CO 80134
Please enter the enclosed entry (title)______________________________in the NWA Short Story Contest.
______My entry fee $15 is enclosed.
_____Please charge my ____Mastercard _____Visa #____________________________Exp. date__________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)_____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE #_______________________
_____You may retain my submission for a critique after judging. I am enclosing $5 per thousand words for critique.
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NWA POETRY CONTEST
OPENS JULY 1 annually
PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST
The purpose of the National Writers Assn. Poetry Contest is to encourage the writing of poetry, an important form of
individual expression which has a limited commercial market.
CONTEST RULES
All entries must be postmarked by October 1. Only unpublished poems are eligible. All poetry forms and styles are
eligible as long as they do not exceed 40 lines. Authors retain all rights and may submit their entries to publishers
while the contest is in progress. Anthology rights will be requested for the first through third place winners.
The entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $10 per poem, and return
SASE if you wish the poem and rating sheets returned. POEMS WILL NOT BE RETURNED WITHOUT SASE.
The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use your metered postage unless it is undated. Receipt of entry will not
be acknowledged without a return postcard. Author's name and address must appear on the first page.
JUDGING AND PRIZES
Judging will be based on originality, technique, adherence to poetic style, and emotional value. Copies of the judges
evaluation sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry. First through fourth place awards will
be presented at the annual NWAF Conference. Other winners will be notified by January 31. 1st Prize -- $100; 2nd
Prize -- $50; 3rd Prize -- $25; 4th through 10th Places will receive a book of the winner's choice. Honorable Mentions receive a certificate.
ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES
The entry fee per poem is $10. If you wish to have your poem critiqued, please request this on the entry form. Entry
fees are used to pay judges and prize money.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
NWA POETRY CONTEST FORM
Entry #____
To:NWA Poetry Contest
Date_______
National Writers Assn.
Amt________
10940 South Parker Road, #508
Parker, CO 80134
Please enter the enclosed poem (title)______________________________in the NWA Poetry Contest.
______My entry fee $10 is enclosed.
_____Please charge my ____Mastercard _____Visa #____________________________Exp. date__________
CVV#________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)_____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP______________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE #_______________________
_____You may retain my poem for a critique after judging. I am enclosing an additional
$16 for evaluation.
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AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES
PURPOSE: Authorship magazine is the “in-house” publication for the National Writers Assn. It
is read by thousands of members on a quarterly basis. Currently the magazine is a 16 to 24page publication with a four color cover.
SCOPE: Articles submitted for consideration to Authorship should have a writing slant. Material should deal with writing “how-to’s” or current market trends. We are overstocked on inspirational “How I became a successful writer...” type material and will not be interested in any of
these articles. Articles slanted toward aspects of fiction—creating characters, setting scenes, etc.
are of interest and will be our primary interest. Humor is a plus — writing is serious enough
without a totally serious article.
We do not accept fiction. Poetry is published in our winter issue, if it has a writing theme.
SUBMISSIONS: All submissions should be in standard manuscript format, approximately
1,250 to 1,500 words, accompanied by an SASE if the material is to be returned. Authorship
uses AP style with the exception of state abbreviations. If the author is not aware of proper
manuscript format, they should request NWA RR#35 prior to submitting. Manuscripts accepted
for publication will be requested via e-mail in Microsoft Word format in text files with line
breaks. NO tabs, fancy fonts, bullets, charts, or tables. If charts or tables are necessary, submit
them like art work. Electronic files will be given preferred treatment as this prevents typos in
final copy.
Sharp clear photos of article authors will be requested if material is accepted.
PAYMENT: We are currently paying $10 honorarium per article or a $10 reduction on membership dues.
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