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books, both are worth
your reading time.
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t is the holiday season and I’ll admit
I’m stumped. Because Covid-19 I
have not been able to
interact with those writers closest to me. Friends
have been shuffled to the
side. I’ve been unable to
“go to Lunch” or sit at a
table in the park and
commiserate with my
writing friends. Every
writer I know feels like
they have been stripped
of a vital portion of their
lives.
Writing is a solitary occupation, yes.
But most people don’t
want to live in solitude.
We need that peer interaction. So here are a few
suggestions to help you
out: 1) Take time to call
or text that friend and
make a “telephone date”.
Sit down at your respective tables and do nothing but talk writing. 2)
Attend one of the many
virtual conference or
pitch sessions, 3) Buy
yourself and your friend

a writing-related gift.
A fancy pen, a writing
book, or a new journal will lift your spirit
and theirs. Amazon
can deliver it directly
to their door with no
associated virus contamination. 4) Ask
your friend to critique
a short piece of your
work via email. Not
the whole novel,
something they can
accomplish in a short
hour, maximum two.
And offer to do the
same.
I’d suggest
asking for input on a
troublesome spot.
Of course there is
always the universal
stand by, buy them a
book. Right now there
are some great offerings. Try one by one
of our former conference speakers. Debbie Macomber, Richard Paul Evans, or
C.J. Box.
All have offerings for
the holiday season.
So far I’ve read the
Macomber and Evans

Most of all, stay in
touch. Granted all this is
back to the old-fashioned
way but it worked for
many years and it can
work again.

Contest Flyers…...11, 12

Happy connecting.
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Seven Writing Generators for the New Year

T

he new year is right around the
corner! Making your new year's
resolutions can be challenging but
fun. Why not set aside a few resolutions for your writing right now so you'll
be ready when January 2021 arrives?
Here are seven that will get you started…
1) Set aside a few minutes every morning to
write in your journal, free write, or write
down your dreams of the night before. If
you get up at 6 o'clock, set aside a few
minutes - say 6:20a to 6:30a. for your designated 10 minutes. Vow to write at least 10
minutes every morning for the rest of the
year. Free writing is an amazing 'writer
starter'. One year of ten minute writing intervals equals to 520 minutes of writing as a
whole.
2) Read a magazine story or short article
once a day. Analyze the story from start to
finish - how would you have written it differently? What was your favorite part of the
story? Did you like it? Why or why not? Jot
down your findings and save it for a future
story idea.
3) Take a few minutes during your daily
schedule to talk with someone. If you're at
work, speak to the lady at the reception desk
who obviously hasn't liked you from the
start. Why do you think she dislikes you?
What reason do you think she might feel
this way? Or do you think she likes you and
wants to flirt? Observe that person as often
as you can and write down your findings. It
may be that you'll find a 'character sketch'
for a future short story or novel you've been
meaning to write forever.
4) When you get a chance, grab a newspaper and turn to the LIFESTYLE section, if
there is one. Usually, there is a section for
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by Marcella Simmons

weddings, and pictures of
engagements with brides
and their names listed.
Choose your favorite bride
or the prettiest bride pictured. Write down her first
name and how you see her
in the picture. Do you think
she has a sweet voice, a
rough voice or do you think
she has an accent? Maybe
that 'southern drawl' or
something similar? Where
do you think she grew up?
What kind of work did she
do before her engagement
and how do you think they
met? This is good story
material. Now, choose your
second favorite, then the
third. Lastly, choose the
least favorite and write why
you think you wouldn't like
her. Make a character
sketch for a future story.
5) Shopping day arrives. It's
off to the grocery store to
buy groceries, and household items that you need.
On your way, you need to
stop at the cleaners and pick
up your husband's suits or
drop off some books at the
library that is long overdue.
There are signs everywhere.
Billboards of every shape
and size. But one catches
your eye. For instance, it
could be a hot pink sign
eyelashes and blushing
cheekbones painted on it
and reads something like
this: "You'd blush too if
10,000 people were looking
at you everyday!" Write
your own slogan idea and
illustrate it! It could be humorous or serious - the
point is, write your own
idea for a billboard. Then,
write down why you wrote
it, how you would illustrate
it, and why it appeals to
you. At least you're writing
again.

6) If you're facing writers
block and need new ideas,
go online and check out current writer's guidelines of
some of the publications you
wish to write for. Writers
guidelines generate new ideas and are a great asset to
writers. Print them out and
read over them every chance
you get. Pay attention to
word count and important
issues like how to submit.
Read over what kind of stories they need and let your
mind do the rest. Ponder
ideas off and on and before
the day is out, you'll be
ready to write.
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7) Writer's Digest online has e
a daily writing prompt that s
has inspired me to write
many times. The articles o
offered in the free issue are f
also sources of inspiration check
it
out.
http:// e
www.writersdigest.com.
n
g
Make use of every free mo- a
ment for writing that you g
can. Find your favorite writ- e
ing place, grab a cup of hot m
tea or coffee and enjoy your e
morning, writing. Whatever n
method works for you, uti- t
lize it often and write , write, s
write into 2021! What a
wonderful way to bring in w
the new year!
i
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About The Author

Marcella Simmons has been writing
since 1988. She has several
hundred published credits in hundreds of small press publi-cations
such as Byline Maga-zine, Writer's
Info, Mew Writer's Magazine,
Housewife-Writer's Magazine,
Funds For Writers, First Writer,
Primary Treasure, Christian Educator and Adelaide Literary Magazine, as well The Light and Champion Newspa-per, Mansfield Enterprise Newspaper and the Bossier Press Tribune. In 1991, Marcella graduated from THE INSTITUTE OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE: Writing for Chil-dren and
Teens; WRITER'S DIGEST
SCHOOL : Nonfiction Writing; and
ICS School of Short Story/
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Have You Plotted Your Story Before Writing it?
*We

lose

our

way

*Our characters don’t come to
life because we don’t take the
time
to
develop
them
*We

get

by Nick Vernon
About the Author
Besides his passion for writing, Nick
Vernon runs an online gift site where
you will find gift information, articles
and readers’ funny stories. Visit http://
www.we-recommend.com

stuck

*The story strays from us

C

reative
Tips

Writing And all this happens when we
– haven’t figured everything out
first.

The writer, who doesn’t
have the time to plot, always finds the time to rewrite.
Sound familiar?
I’ve been guilty of this
too, back in the early days
of my writing apprenticeship. I was so eager to get
stuck into writing my story that I wouldn’t bother
with plotting.

Your plot is the foundation of
your story. It’s the skeleton,
which will hold your story together. Your plot is there to
work everything out first – to
see if it can be worked out, and
then flesh out that skeleton with
other elements that make a story.

Plotting is the difference between writing a story for yourself and writing one for an audience. Writing for ourselves
doesn’t require too much strain
because we only have ourselves
to please. It’s when we have to
Plotting gives you a sense please our readers that the hard
of direction. It’s your map, work begins.
which will lead you to
write your story. Leaping
into the unknown rarely
works. Without a plot sev- If you are aiming to sell your
eral things can happen…
stories, plotting is a must.
*Our stories aren’t fo- Have you plotted your story becused
fore writing it?
3

Finding Ideas

Ideas are everywhere. They are in
your home, your car, at your work you can find ideas at the park, the grocery store, the doctor's office, at
school or in your bed. Ideas happen
everyday, non-stop and you can use
them in both fiction and nonfiction as
well as poetry. Look around you.
Ever thought about how many airbags are in a car and where they may
be located?
Have you figured out how they work?
Several nonfiction article ideas might
be: "The Dangers of Airbags" or
"What the Manufacturer Don't Want
You to Know" or "How Many Airbags Are in Your Car?" or "Where
Are the Airbags in Your Car (Type of
Vehicle)?"
One way to find story ideas is to be
observant in public places. Listen to
the people around you. Let them do
the talking. The young mother in the
check out line has an autistic son
along with two smaller children. She
is telling the clerk how she deals with
this situation day-by-day and explains
that by 8:30 p.m., the kids are in bed
and by that time, she is so exhausted
that she falls asleep on the sofa. The
dinner dishes never get done on time,
and she is so tired that she doesn't
even have time for a shower.
The check out clerk agrees with
her and explains how she handles going to college and working every
evening at the supermarket until 10
p.m. and then going home and doing
her homework every night.
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By Marcella Simmons
By being observant, you
opened up several possibilities
for a story. You could possibly write a how-to piece for
young mothers on how to
cope with kids and relax after
a long day or you can do an
article about coping with work
and school and the inbetweens for a woman's magazine such as Good House
Keeping or Redbook. Articles
that help the reader find ways
to handle situations like the
two women mentioned above
are types of stories that editors

love. It's what sells their magazines.
Suppose your three-year old
son has had an allergic reaction
to types of shellfish. There's a
possible story just waiting to happen. An article on "Childhood
Allergies" or "Coping with Allergies in Children" or "Is your
Child Allergic?" are great article
ideas for parenting magazines. A
little research and a few quotes
from your child's pediatricians
(get his/her permission first) can
turn a dull article into a salable
one.
Write an article for a parenting magazine about your
child's allergy explaining symptoms to look for and what a parent is to do if the child is allergic
to something. Find out all you
can about the allergy so that you
may be able to help other mothers understand the seriousness of
a child being allergic to different
types of shellfish. You may use
other allergies to write about.
Read writers guidelines of
various publications that you'd
like to write for. Read back issues and a couple of current issues to get a feel for what that
publication is looking for. Another way to know what the magazine is buying is to read the advertisements. These ads can tell
you a whole lot about the magazine you're pitching to.

Finding ideas to write
about is only half the battle.
The other half is writing it and
getting an editor to accept it.
Write clearly and use language everyday readers can
understand, but keep it interesting. After you've written
your article, put it out of sight
for a few days before editing.
You'll have a fresh approach
at editing. Revise and polish
your story before submitting
to a publication.
If you're submitting via
email, include a cover letter
and contact information. If
you mail it via USPS, always
include a self-addressedstamped-envelope along with
a cover a letter.
After you write your story
or article and have submitted
it to an editor, start looking for
other story ideas. Turn old
ideas into new ones.

About The Author
Marcella Simmons has been
writing since 1988. She has
several hundred published
credits in hundreds of small
press publi-cations such as
Byline Maga-zine, Writer's
Info, Mew Writer's Magazine,
Housewife-Writer's Magazine,
Funds For Writers, First Writer, Primary Treasure, Christian Educator and Adelaide
Literary Magazine, as well
The Light and Champion
Newspa-per, Mansfield Enterprise Newspaper and the
Bossier Press Tribune. In
1991, Marcella graduated
from THE INSTITUTE OF
CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE: Writing for Chil-dren
and Teens; WRITER'S DIGEST SCHOOL : Nonfiction
Writing; and ICS School of
Short Story/Journalism.

Writer’s Bookshelf
FOUNDATION NEWS

Now, through your National Writers Association
membership, you can save
up to 80% off the list price
of office supplies.

NWA BOOKSTORE
NWA BOOKSTORE
NWA GUIDE TO WRITING FOR
BEGINNERS
Basics for every writer by Sandy
Whelchel
Rowman and Littlefield publishers $24.95
+ $2.20 p&h (retail $25.95)
THE FREELANCE WRITER’S
BIBLE
by Dave Trottier
Don’t miss this book. $18.15 + 2.50 p&h

A WAY IN THE
WILDERNESS
by Paula Silici

Penny Wise Office Products offers huge selection,
free overnight delivery,
guaranteed lowest prices,
and an additional 3%
savings for ordering online
at
www.pennywise.com For further details, call 800-942-3311
and mention your NWA
membership to receive
your exclusive discounts.
Be sure to ask about Penny
Wise’s special Welcome
Kit offer—$75.00 worth of Dear National Writers Associoffice supplies for $24.99. ation (Foundation)
National Writers Press, Inc.
NWP is now accepting new
manuscripts for a 2023 release date.
PUBLISHING QUALITY,
ROYALTY FICTION AND
NONFICTION.

This well-researched western romance is No unsolicited manuscripts.
bound to leave you asking for more.
Accepting e-mail and mail
$16.95 + $2.50 p&h
Moonlight Mesa
Associates Publishers
ALL THE ABOVE BOOKS MAY BE
ORDERED THROUGH NWA.

queries.

For more information about
the National Writers Press,
visit their website at:
www.nationalwriterspress.com
E-mail
natlwriterspress
@hotmail.com

Thank you so much for the
opportunity to award me the
2020 NWAF Scholarship. I
am incredibly humbled and
honored to accept this award!
Although we cannot celebrate
in person, it means the world
to my family and I, for it will
help me further my education
at New York University and
my passion to become a successful journalist. I appreciate your generosity and support tremendously!
With immense gratitude,

Lauren Sanchez
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Just for Laughs
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Good News and Books by Members
Do YOU have a new book
that has been released? We
would love to share your joy
with other NWA Members!
Simply e-mail us at:
natlwritersassn@hotmail.co
m

Thought for The
Day
“The most important thing in
life is to stop saying ‘I wish’ and
start saying ‘I
will’.”
-Charles Dickens
BOOKS BY MEMBERS

Congratulations to Paula Silici on the
publication of her new book, A Change
of Heart. This time Paula takes a step
back from her usual Western Romance
writing to pen a contemporary romance /
thriller. Young Frankie Munroe is desperately trying to escape from her drugdealing former boyfriend Gunter.
Frankie’s escape to a new life is both
tension filled and satisfying.
A Change of Heart was released on August 24, 2020 and is now available on
Amazon.

FYI

***If you’re considering
working with an agent or a
publisher, please contact
us for current information.
Please con-tact us on our
website
at
www.nationalwriters.com,
or email us at
Natlwritersassn
@hotmail.com***
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Meet the Press

Harriet Chalmers Adams
Adventurer and Explorer
by Durlynn Anema
$14.95
ISBN: 978-0-88100-176-1

Harriet Chalmers Adams earned public acclaim in the early twentieth century by traveling, at
great peril, through some of the most treacherous parts of the globe. She recorded her threeyear, 40,000 mile journey through South America. Her adventures, in words and photographs,
were published in National Geographic Magazine and other trade publications. She also presented on the lecture circuit. When war broke out in 1914, she was the first woman correspondent to be granted permission to the front lines in France.
After World War I, Harriet helped launch the Society of Woman Geographers. Her term as that
organization's first president helped assure that future women like herself would have the support of a professional group. Unfortunately, Harriet has been largely forgotten in the decades
since her death. Harriet Chalmers Adams: Adventurer and Explorer brings this fascinating life
to young readers.
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Show Window Advertising
EDITING/REVISING
NWA award winning author with extensive
grammar and punctuation background will edit
your work carefully and concisely. Proofreading, editing and critiques of book-length works
or poetry and short stories. Email Paula at
pro-edits.com

SERVICES
Experienced transcriptionist seeks clients.
All genres. Experience with research/book
proposals/interviews/ narrative. Transcribe
from tapes, CD, video, digital file. Confidentiality maintained. Short turnaround time,
accurate transcriptions. E-mail completed
transcriptions/invoices directly to your computer. Payment by check. Contact: Paula
Hancock at
writersnetwork@roadrunner.com.
************************************

Have you Visited the NWA Website lately?
We have updated our Links page to
include handy to links enabling you to
advance your writing career.
Links include:
*Copyright Office
*APSS
*Blurbeo
*Health Insurance
AND MORE!
Visit the Links page today!
Have we missed a link? Would you
like a link for your writing based company?
Let us know!
*****************************************

PUBLISHING

Get Published, not turned down. Reflections in
Writing www.freewebs.com/jvt01
Email us for a free evaluation/
consultation-quote:
newauthors@mail.com

Have a story to tell but no outlet? Take charge
of your craft. Published your memoirs, your
scrapbooks, your journals, your travel photos,
your works of watercolor art, your fairytales.
Publish then into quality, four color books with
FOUNDATION NEWS
sewn bindings. Go to www.storytellersrus.com
and begin. The writer within deserves this NWA will begin accepting scholarship applications , with
chance to make a difference.
a deadline of December 31.

Transcriptionist seeks clients. All genres. natlwritersassn@hotmail.com for more information.
Works with digital files sent via InternetConfidentiality maintained. Contact: Kimperly
Mulwa at m.kimperly@gmail.com
http://www.matchingdonors.com/
life/index.cfm?page=p011

9

Chapter News
NOTICE:
Chapters are a great way
to network, form critique
groups, and generally get in
touch.
Remember, membership
with an active NWA chapter
gives you a $5.00 discount
on your NWA member dues.
Contact NWA for information on starting a chapter
or joining one in your area.
We encourage our members
to visit with their local chapters.
You can also request research report #112 for more
information. The meetings
are a great way to network
with fellow writers, so drop
by the next NWA chapter
meeting in your area.
FOOTHILLS CHAPTER
An NWA Chapter has
formed in the Evergreen,
Colorado area. The Foothills& Vicinity Writers
Group meets in Evergreen
on the 4th Saturday of every
month. For time, location,
and program agenda, contact
Jo Ann M. Colton at
jmccwrt@aol.com
OHIO VALLEY
CHAPTER
This is our newest NWA
chapter! They will be meeting on the first Saturday of
every month. E-mail dianaperryenterprises@yahoo.com

for details.

FOOTHILLS CHAPTER
An NWA Chapter has
formed in the Evergreen,
10

Colorado area. The Foothills&
Vicinity Writers Group meets in
Evergreen on the 4th Saturday of
every month. For time, location,
and program agenda, contact Jo
Ann
M.
Colton
at
jmccwrt@aol.com
SOUTH FLORIDA
CHAPTER

The chapter regularly meets at
the Coral Gables Holiday Inn opposite the University of Miami at
10:00 a.m. on the first Saturday
of each month. They hold additional critique groups for fiction,
nonfiction, short stories, poetry,
religious works and writing techniques.
Write to the chapter at P.O.
Box 570415, Miami, FL 532570415 .
HONOLULU CHAPTER
The Honolulu Chapter is currently moving their meetings to several locations.
Please check the NWA newsletter for the location of their current meeting. They are accepting
membership from all NWA
members living in and around
Hawaii, this includes members
living in Guam and other Pacific
Islands. Send #10 envelope to
Robert T. Tanouye at the address
below. They hold their meetings— from January to November— on the first Monday of
each month.
Contact
president
RobertTanouye at: 1015 N. School St.
#A-802, Honolulu, HI 96817 or
call (808-845-9585).

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER
The NWA/LAC president is
Tom
Howard. The chapter meets at
the
Marie Callender’s Restaurant,
10050 Riverside Drive, Toluca
Lake, CA.
For further information contact
Tom at Tom4art2@aol.com

VIRGINIA CHAPTER
We welcome members of the
newly organized Chapter in
Richmond, Virginia. Robblynn
Bonner has been working hard
to get this group organized. If
you live in the area and are interested in the group, e-mail
Robblynn at
rlynnb1@yahoo.com
WRITE-ON HOOSIERS, INC

We welcome our newest chapter, the Write-On Hoosiers in
Crown Point, IN. Sharon Palmeri is the President. She can be
contacted by calling
219-663-7307 or by e-mailing
journe3@attiglobal.net
*************************
Any corrections or additions to
Chapter Information should be
sent to:
NWA Chapters, 10940 S. Parker
Rd, #508, Parker, CO 80134 OR
e-mail us at
natlwritersassn@hotmail.com

NWA NOVEL CONTEST
OPENS December annually
PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST:
The purpose of the National Writers Assn. Novel Contest is to encourage the development of creative skills, recognize and reward outstanding ability in the area of novel writing.
CONTEST RULES:
Any genre or category of novel manuscript may be entered. All entries must be postmarked by April 1. Only unpublished works may be submitted. All manuscripts must be typed, double-spaced, in the English language. Maximum length is 100,000 words. Those unsure of proper manuscript format should request Research Report #35. The
entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $35 per submission, and return SASE if you wish the material and rating sheets returned. SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE RETURNED
WITHOUT SASE. The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use your metered postage unless it is undated.
Receipt of entry will not be acknowledged without a return postcard. Author's name and address must appear on
the first page. Entries remain the property of the author and may be submitted during the contest as long as they
are not published before the final announcement of winners.
JUDGINGAND PRIZES
Judging will be based on originality, marketability, research, and reader interest. Copies of the judges evaluation
sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry. First through fifth place awards will be presented at the annual NWAF Conference. 1st Prize -- $500 and possible representation; 2nd Prize -- $250; 3rd Prize -$150; 4th through 10th places will receive a book of the winner's choice. Honorable Mentions receive a certificate.
ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES
The entry fee per submission is $35. If you wish to have your submission critiqued, please request this on the entry
form. Entry fees are used to pay judges and prize money.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
NWA NOVEL CONTEST FORM
To: NWA NOVEL Contest
National Writers Assn.
10940 S. Parker Rd. #508
Parker, CO 80134
Please enter the enclosed entry (title)________________________________in the NWA Novel Contest.

______My entry fee $35 is enclosed.
___Please charge my ____MasterCard _____Visa #____________________________Exp. date_______ CVV___
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)_____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE #_______________________
_____You may retain my submission for a critique after judging. I am enclosing an additional
$1 per page for a critique.
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THE DAVID RAFFELOCK AWARD FOR PUBLISHING
EXCELLENCE
OPENS January 1 annually
PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST:
The purpose of this Contest is assist published authors in marketing their works and promotion and to reward outstanding published works.
CONTEST RULES:
All types of books may be entered. All entries must be postmarked by May 15. Only published books in the English language may be submitted.
The entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $100 per submission, and
return SASE if you wish the book and rating sheets returned. SUBMISSIONS WILL BE DONATED TO A
SUITABLE CHARITY, IF NOT ACCOMPANIED BY SASE The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use
your metered postage unless it is undated. Receipt of entry will not be acknowledged without a return postcard.
JUDGING AND PRIZES:
Judging will be based on presentation, marketability, reader interest, design, layout, accuracy, uniqueness, content,
and style. Copies of the judges evaluation sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry.
Awards will be presented at the NWAF Conference. 1st Prize -- A book promotion tour including airfare and publicity, valued at $5,000. If a sufficient number of entries are received, tour will also include hotel rooms. Second
through fifth places will receive a certificate of merit.
ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES
The entry fee per submission is $100. Entry fees are used to pay judges and prize money.
_______________________________________________________________________________
DAVID RAFFELOCK PUBLISHING AWARD FORM
National Writers Assn.
10940 S. Parker Rd. #508
Parker, CO 80134

Entry #____
Date_______
Amt________
RP_____Y______N

Please enter the enclosed entry (title)______________________________in the DAVID RAFFELOCK PUBLISHING EXCELLENCE AWARD.
______My entry fee $100 is enclosed.
_____Please charge my ____Mastercard _____Visa #____________________________Exp. date______CVV#___
NAME(PLEASE PRINT)_________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
CITY,STATE, ZIP________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE #_______________________
I have read and understand the terms and conditions of this award.
Signature_______________________________________
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ELIGIBILITY:
All books with a 2019 or 2020 copyright date are eligible to enter. Both self-published and royalty
published books, fiction (in all genres) and nonfiction whether for children or adults are eligible for this
award. Entries may be submitted by authors, agents and publishers. If the author or agent submits a
royalty published book, the author is responsible for informing the publisher the book has been entered
in the contest.
PRIZE AWARD:
One prize valued at $5,000 will be awarded to the first place winner of the David Raffelock Award for
Publishing Excellence. The award will include a trophy and the services of a book promotions and publicity firm for scheduling media appearances during tour dates (tentatively scheduled for October or November 2020, book signings, and an author book tour. Airfare for travel to three major cities (currently
set for Los Angeles, New York City and Chicago) will be provided as part of the award. If the number
of entries exceeds 400, hotel rooms will also be provided.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1. Winning author must be available to receive the award at the National Writers Association Foundation Workshop in Denver, CO and to sign copies of the winning books at a special book signing scheduled for June.
2. The National Writers Association will take every reasonable precaution to insure the book’s condition, but is not responsible for material lost by the U.S. Postal System or damaged during judging.
3. Entrants must be 18 years of age or older before the May deadline.
4. The author must be available to travel during the time period when book signings and other promotional events have been scheduled.
5. The National Writers Association reserves the right to use the winner’s name and likeness in any future publicity or promotions regarding this contest.
6. The author understands that National Writers Association has the option of canceling the contest and
returning the material unjudged with refund for entry fee, if the number of entries does not exceed 100.
7. The author further understands that he/she is responsible for the cost of hotel room, unless the number
of entries reaches 400 at which time the cost of hotels will be assumed by National Writers Association.
8. The author understands that only published books are eligible for this contest. Unpublished manuscripts should be entered in the NWA Novel Contest or the NWA Nonfiction Contest.
9. Books will not be returned without proper postage. Proper postage shall be considered as a stamped,
self-addressed envelope -- undated postage strips may be used, however dated postage is refused by the
Post Office.
10. Judging sheets will be forwarded to contestants who include an SASE.
11. All decisions of the judges are final.
12. Judges reserve the right to withhold prize if entries are not of suitable quality.
13. Members or employees of NWA or board of directors are not eligible to enter.
14. Judges will be chosen from independent editors who have no relationship to any of the contest entries.
15. Written confirmation will be given to non-winners after June 15 annually.
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AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES
PURPOSE: Authorship magazine is the “in-house” publication for the National Writers Assn. It
is read by thousands of members on a quarterly basis. Currently the magazine is a 16 to 24page publication with a four color cover.
SCOPE: Articles submitted for consideration to Authorship should have a writing slant. Material should deal with writing “how-to’s” or current market trends. We are overstocked on inspirational “How I became a successful writer...” type material and will not be interested in any of
these articles. Articles slanted toward aspects of fiction—creating characters, setting scenes, etc.
are of interest and will be our primary interest. Humor is a plus — writing is serious enough
without a totally serious article.
We do not accept fiction. Poetry is published in our winter issue, if it has a writing theme.
SUBMISSIONS: All submissions should be in standard manuscript format, approximately
1,250 to 1,500 words, accompanied by an SASE if the material is to be returned. Authorship
uses AP style with the exception of state abbreviations. If the author is not aware of proper
manuscript format, they should request NWA RR#35 prior to submitting. Manuscripts accepted
for publication will be requested via e-mail in Microsoft Word format in text files with line
breaks. NO tabs, fancy fonts, bullets, charts, or tables. If charts or tables are necessary, submit
them like art work. Electronic files will be given preferred treatment as this prevents typos in
final copy.
Sharp clear photos of article authors will be requested if material is accepted.
PAYMENT: We are currently paying $10 honorarium per article or a $10 reduction on membership dues.
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