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my favorite authors 
Connie Willis, writes 
what is filed in the 
science fiction genre.  

Here are a few of 
my favorite recent 
authors you might 
like to try in addition 
to Connie Willis. 
William Kent Krue-
ger, Kristin Hannah, 
Paulette Jiles, Erik 
Larson, and Amy 
Harmon. I hope you 
enjoy their work as 
much as I have. 

On a final note, 
we hope you enjoy 
the articles on this 
issue and they will 
inspire you to finish 
your own work in 
2023. 

Happy Holidays! 

A h winter! 
In the tem-
perate 
zones 

folks spend more time 
indoors during this sea-
son.  For most people 
reading is a chosen pas-
time.  Younger people 
may spend more time 
playing video games. 
Writers may devote their 
extra hours to writing 
but reading seems to 
hold out as a favorite 
activity. So if you are 
finished wrapping holi-
day gifts, why not visit 
your local library and 
pick out a few books to 
occupy your free hours? 

To that end, I’m go-
ing to make a few sug-
gestions. Like you, I’ve 
heard the complaints that 
there aren’t any good 
books out there but I dis-
agree. First, ditch the 
“best sellers list.”  This 

list is based on pre
-orders from ma-
jor chains who 
may or may not
know their patrons
well enough to 
predict their
tastes. Second, 
find an author and
stick with them 
through several
books.  Every au-
thor has a down
book. For most
authors it is the
second book, but
sometimes I think
it is the book
when the publish-
er said you need
another book 
NOW.

Usually, I read 
between forty and 
sixty books a year 
for pleasure.  I 
don’t read much 
science fiction or 
romance, but I’ve 
read a few. One of 
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Writer’s Web Resources by  Janet C. Ilacqua
Freelance Writing 

This is the ultimate job 
board for freelance writers. 

Freelance Writing Organiza-
tion - Int'l This site hosts 
one of the largest free writ-
ing resource links databases 
in the world! It offers educa-
tion, daily news, a writer's 
store, creativity advice and 
forums, to name a few of the 
resources. Over 2,000 free 
writing resources in 40+ 
categories of writing. 

FundsForWriters - A 
plethora of sources where 
freelance writers can find 
paying jobs. 

Momwriters A commu-
nity of professional and new 
writers ... who face the 
unique challenges of writing 
with children underfoot. 

Published! Articles and 
resources...from Marcia 
Yudkin, author of eleven 
books and hundreds of mag-
azine articles, syndicated 
columnist, public radio 
commentator, writing coach 

Published - The Directo-
ry of Independent Writers & 
Artists. searchable directory 
of independent Writers & 
Artists 

SharpWriter Grammar. 
Complete writing resources. 
Lot of good stuff here but 
not geared expressly for 
freelancers 

Suite101 This is an 
online community for writ-
ers. Not only is this a great 
site for work-at-home re-
sources. You can apply to 
become an editor for them 

and get paid for your work. 

Sunoasis Jobs for Writ-
ers, Editors, and Copywrit-
ers Employment opportuni-
ties for writers, journalists, 
new-media types on-line 
off-line in reporting feature 
writing reviewing editing 
free-lancing editorial con-
tent providing etc. ... Re-
cently submitted job offers: 
Copywriter, Freelance. 
Monarch Design, a design 
and advertising agency, 
The Burry Man Writers 
Center freelance job links, 
resources for fiction and 
nonfiction writers, working 
professionals and begin-
ners with particular support 
for writing about Scotland. 

The New Writer - the 
monthly magazine with the 
best in fact, fiction and po-
etry. aimed at all writers: 
the short story writer, the 
novelist, the poet, feature 
writer, anyone with a seri-
ous intent to develop their 
writing to meet the expec-
tations of today's editors. 
The Writers Home A Web 
Site For Writers, Editors 
And Lovers Of The Writ-
ten Word. 

TrAce Online Writing 
Community trAce connects 
writers and readers around 
the world ... with the focus 
on creativity, collaboration 
and training. New media 
writing, web development 
Worldwide Freelance Writ-
er How to sell your writing 
overseas. Find out where to 
sell your freelance work. 
Detailed guidelines for 
paying writing markets all 
over the world. 

(continued on page 5) 

T he Internet has truly revo-
lutionized the careers of 
writers worldwide. Now 
you can work for publish-

ers,  corporations and a whole range 
of other clients on a truly global scale. 
Whether you are in the heart of a big 
city, or in a remote mountain village, 
all you need is an Internet connection 
to run your writing business. 
The opportunity is fantastic, and so is 
the writer's life that you could enjoy. 
But where can you find the jobs you 
need to establish a full-time writing 
career? 

One way to start is through working 
the Internet job boards. Here aAlso 
included and listed separately are re-
sources for business and technical writ-
ers, editors, journalists, and translators. 
Writers’ Resources--General 
Absolute Write - freelance writing, 
screenwriting, playwriting, writing 
novels, nonfiction, comic book writing, 
greeting cards, poetry, songwriting.  

One stop shop 

Emily's Writing for the Web Emily 
A. Vander Veer gives professional
writers the tools needed to promote,
publish, and sell work to the largest
and fastest-growing market in the
world: the Web.

e-Writer's Place For writing inspira-
tions, motivations and prescriptions. 
Freelance Writers is a searchable data-
base of writers from all around the 
world. 
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H ere’s a fun ques-
tion to ponder. 
What do The 
Stand,  The Hob-

bit and A Christmas Carol all 
have in common? The an-
swer is simple. Too simple. 
Horrifyingly simple. 

A few years ago I decid-
ed to write a novel. I had 
characters all outlined and 
plot points galore. I had my 
settings down pat and a nice 
storyline that would illumi-
nate the main character’s 
journey into a self-activated 
person, hopefully sending a 
touch of inspiration my read-
er’s way when they turned 
the last page of my novel. I 
had a large amount of notes 
in an even larger amount of 
notebooks. I was a writer. 
Right? Wrong. I wasn’t a 
writer yet because I was still 
enchanted by the Writing 
Fairy. 

You know what the Writ-
ing Fairy looks like. She is 
that magical creature that 
will take the dialogue run-
ning through your head and 
place it onto the page. She is 
the person that will fill in 
those little blanks that don’t 
seem worth worrying about 
while you’re in the brain-
storming stage. She is the 
mythical beast that will take 
all of your imagination and 
creativity and turn them into 
a book for you. The Writing 

Fairy sits on your shoulder every 
time you pace up and down your 
room thinking up great new ideas 
for where your characters are head-
ing and convinces you that you are 
on your way to being an estab-
lished author. The Writing Fairy’s 
touch is the only thing you are 
waiting for before you begin to 
actually sit down and pound out 
the pages of your manuscript. Yes, 
as soon as the Writing Fairy says 
that it is time, you will begin to 
write in earnest. I have news for 
you. The Writing Fairy is none 
other than you because you are the 
only person who can do these 
things for you. And the moment 
you are waiting for? I have some 
news concerning that, too. That 
moment either comes right here 
right now, or it never comes at all. 

Am I saying that brainstorming 
about characters and muddling 
over speeches is a waste of time? I 
most certainly am not. What I’m 
saying is that you reach a certain 
point where your outline doesn’t 
need to be refined any more, where 
it’s time to put it onto the page and 
nail it down in a more concrete 
sense. The Writing Fairy will make 
you hesitate to do this, promising 
you that thinking really hard is 
writing. She’ll tell you that you 
aren’t ready to put anything down 
on the page yet, or you’re not 
ready to go on with the next scene 
because everything just doesn’t 
seem right. Don’t believe her, 
she’s deceiving you. I’d like to say 
that she is flat out lying, but she’s 
not. Things aren’t going to seem 
right when they first start to appear 
on the page. This is what seems so 
contradictory about the writing 
process.  

Your dreams and aspirations 
seem to shrink down once you ac-
tually put them into writing. Being 
creative seems harder and harder 
as more and more words get put 
down.  

The Myth of the Writing Fairy      by Joseph Devon  
Don’t worry though; your 

dreams are big enough. Acknowl-
edging that your finished piece is 
not going to live up to the spar-
kling gem you have inside your 
head is something that every artist 
goes through…it could be the rea-
son why so many of us seem a lit-
tle bit crazy. Pick any piece of art. 
Now, as great as that finished 
product seems to you, there is not a 
single book, painting, opera, mov-
ie, whatever, that came out exactly 
the way its creator intended it. That 
is a very large part of the creative 
process: surrendering to its limita-
tions. And accepting this fact goes 
a long way towards chaining down 
that Writing Fairy and actually 
producing some work. Don’t listen 
to her siren song. Don’t think that 
it should feel one hundred percent 
right the first time. It won’t. That’s 
what the rewriting process is all 
about. Believe me writing is truly 
in the rewriting. Even Kerouac 
rewrote his stuff. However, in or-
der to start the rewriting process 
you need a hard first draft to pick 
over and toy with. You need some-
thing concrete to look at and see 
which scenes fit and which don’t. 
You’ll find that a lot of your brain-
storming gets thrown out the win-
dow. This isn’t a stifling of your 
creativity, is channeling your crea-
tivity into your selection process. 
And it doesn’t matter how horrible 
and off the mark your first draft 
seems to be turning out, you’ll 
polish all of that out later. But you 
need that first draft to really start 
things off, and it will never get 
finished if you continue to believe 
the Writing Fairy’s misleading 
comments. 

Take another look at the open-
ing question of this article again. 
Any closer to an answer? 

I have more bad news about the 
Writing Fairy. Simply sitting down 
in front of your keyboard and start-
ing your novel cannot vanquish her 
forever. 

(continued on page 6) 
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This is the eleventh, and final 
article of a series of articles de-
scribing the writing process 
from the viewpoint of a pub-
lished author and publisher. 
This series will help writers see 
what the writing world is all 
about.  

G 
et Real 

Nobody becomes Ern-
est Hemingway over-
night, not even Ernest 
Hemingway. 

Style is fundamental to the person 
doing the writing. Trying to adopt 
someone else's style is like wearing a 
toupee. It might look good in passing, 
but on closer inspection, it doesn't 
look right. 

Adopting someone else's style is 
normal and many writers start by do-
ing that. You hope to be that good 
some day. However, when you do that 
you lose what makes you unique. And 
the reader will notice. The reader 
wants the writer who is talking to him 
to be authentic. As a result, to become 
a great writer, you must be you. 

How do you do that? To start, un-
derstand that you are not alone. Every 
writer has good days and bad days. 
Some days I want to rip my hair out.  

The Gospel of  Writing According to Marilyn By Marilyn  
  Flipping the switch illu-

minated the expansive 
room with a penetrating 
light. 

Write your truth. If you 
believe it, be clear in your 
writing. 

Write in stream-of-
consciousness. Don't worry 
about grammar, punctua-
tion, etc. You'll have time 
to revise later. And, that's 
why God made editors. 

Don't worry about what 
the first draft looks like. It's 
been said that Ernest Hem-
ingway changed one of the 
sentences in the Fisherman 
and the Sea a hundred 
times. The creativity pro-
cess is dynamic, and no two 
days are alike. 

Don't be afraid to tell 
the truth. The most power-
ful writing is the type that 
goes to the heart of the mat-
ter. If you write from fear, 
you will never have the 
effect you would when you 
write from fearlessness. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Want to become a pow-
erful writer? Join Marilyn 
on her teleclass, Transfor-
mational Storytelling, and 
learn how to use your expe-
riences to change lives 
through your writing. For 
more information about this 
teleclass and other re-
sources Marilyn provides to 
writers, go to http://
www.clarityofvision.com  

Some days I can't stop the 
flow. You will have days that 
go better, and days don't. Join 
the writing club.will have days 
that go better, and days don't. 
Join the writing club. 

Writers seem to think that 
the beginning of a piece has to 
be ornate and fancy. However, 
what's most important is that 
you are using your authentic 
voice. Every good story con-
tains a moment after which 
things can never be the same 
again. As Lee Gutkind says, 
"A reader doesn't want to hear 
what you have to say. A reader 
wants to hear a story you have 
to tell." 

Just remember to look at 
the world with an open eye and 
share your experience. It truly 
is that simple, even when we 
want to make it more difficult. 

My Rules for Writers 

To wrap things up, I'm go-
ing to give you my seven rules 
for writers: 

Write without stopping. 
Write with no limits. Allow 

the creative part of you room 
to explore. 

Write from the heart. Tell 
the story, don't explain. See the 
difference in these two exam-
ples: Explanation: I reached 
for the light switch and turned 
the light on. Story: My hand 
felt in the dark around the  cor-
ner of the door jam, fumbling 
for the light switch.  
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Freelance Success Free-
lance Success is a community 
of professional, nonfiction 
writers who subscribe to a 
newsletter that guides them 
toward well-paying markets 
and editors. There is not a job 
board located on this site. 

Techwriters Employs tech-
nical writers on and off site. 
The pay is excellent, but you 
must have a lot of experience 
with the topics 
writingassist.com Provides lo-
cal freelance technical writers 
for projects such as manuals, 
policies, software documenta-
tion, and work flow integra-
tion. 

Children’s Literature 

Institute of Children's Litera-
ture offered the premiere writ-
ing course, books, and a news-
letter to adults interested in 
learning how to write and be 
published for children and 
teens. 

Editing Manuscript Editing 
Fiction and Non-fiction; Serv-
ing writers, literary agents, and 
publishers since 1976. 

Fiction 

Fiction Factor - The Online 
Magazine for Fiction Writers. 
NEW! 
International markets 
Australian Writer's Market-
place The essential resource for 
getting published in Australia 
and New Zealand. 
Author Network - resources for 
writers including links, articles, 
monthly columns and ePub-
lishing services. 

Continued from page 2 

WriteCraft Writers Resource 
Center Companion to the WriteCraft 
Critique Group - where writers learn 
the trade. 

writejobs Job Title. Company. 
Location. Proofreader/editor. Bioedit 
Ltd. Freelance. Digital Photography 
Writers ... 

Writers Unbound Writing re-
sources, Internet resources related to 
writing, writers, publishing, epub-
lishing, authors and more. Articles 
and resources related to creative 
writing. 

Writer’s Software SuperCenter 
Writer's Software SuperCenter has 
software for writing books, articles, 
novels, and screenplays, including 
Writer's Blocks software, StyleWrit-
er editing software, StoryCraft, and 
more! 

Writing World - Moira Allen pro-
vides writing tips, markets, news, 
contests and more. 

The Writer’s Gazette Writing re-
source site for writers on freelance 
and publishing, including articles, 
job board, contests . Nice, compre-
hensive list of writers’ job boards. 

Business and Technical 

Copywriter world Freelance writ-
ers bid for writing projects such as 
resume writing, documents in APA 
style or MLA style writing, poems, 
sonnets, research papers, business 
plans, your biography, free e-books, 
your business proposal, essays, mar-
keting plans, web content, ghost 
writing, ad copy, catalogs... virtually 
any form of writing. 
Freelance Online - a professional 
online service for freelancers in the 
publishing and advertising fields. 
Free for employers; freelancers pay 
$15.00/year for membership. 

Writer's Web Resources   (continued from page 2) 

Canadian Writer's Journal 
Canada's Independent Writer's 
Magazine. 

Freelance Spain - the online 
Spanish resource for editors 
and journalists. 

FreelanceJournalist.co.uk 
Helping journalists build a 
presence on the web. The web 
directory for UK freelance 
journalists. 

Freelancers.co.uk offers 
you the complete guide to free-
lancing for publishers as a 
copyeditor or proofreader. 
New Zealand Writers Website 
Writing Resources for New 
Zealand writers. 

writelinkpro.co.uk 
WritelinkPRO is the content 
provider for top UK monthly 
newsletter and website. We 
pay on acceptance for writing 
articles, fiction, poetry, re-
views. We offer free e-book 
workshops, free e-book on 
travel writing, exclusive Mem-
bers Area. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Janet K. Ilacqua is a free-
lance writer based in Tracy, 
California. For more infor-
mation about her services, 
check her website at http://
www.writeupondemand.com  
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She’ll be back. She always 
comes back. Here and there she 
offers a much-needed break and a 
much-needed step back from your 
work to rethink things. More often 
than not, though, she’ll pop up as 
you write more and more detailed 
character sketches, or get sucked 
into researching something for 
hours and hours and days and days. 
She is very good at convincing you 
that more outside work is needed 
and that you don’t need to sit down 
at your keyboard quite yet. She 
must be stopped. When you really 
hit a roadblock, you’ll know. If you 
just need to sort some things out 
that does not qualify a three-week 
break from your manuscript. That’s 
the Writing Fairy singing her sweet 
song. You need to do more then 
just sit down and start in order to 
silence the Writing Fairy. You need 
a schedule. “But how can you turn 
your writing on and off like that? 
How can you force yourself to 
write if you aren’t feeling it?” I im-
agine that some of this is flowing 
through your head right now. The 
answer is that you can. It’s that 
easy. I’m not saying that you’re 
going to sit down and write Nobel 
Prize winning page after Nobel 
Prize winning page. But you must 
keep writing. Keep fleshing out 
your story and your scenes. Keep 
plowing through with your writing 
when you say your going to even 
though it doesn’t seem to be very 
good. You’re not going to submit it 
as it is anyway. The ending of my 
novel changed about three hundred 
times in the course of writing it. 
What’s more, I never would have 
reached the ending if I had contin-
ued to go over and over my first 
twenty pages wanting them to be 
perfect. It’s really silly when you 
think about it. You don’t have an 
entire book yet, how can you make 
sure the opening is perfect if you 
don’t know where it’s supposed to  
lead the reader? You don’t really 
know your characters yet, how can 
you expect them to be just right? 

Believe me, it is better to write it 
horribly wrong and then fix it 
than to never write it in the first 
place. Keep plugging away, keep 
going, keep heading towards that 
ending that doesn’t seem to fit and 
that you don’t really even like. 
Carve a few hours out of each day 
and just type away at the key-
board. You can always make a 
scene longer. You can always take 
out some dialogue. You can al-
ways change a character or a point 
of view. You can really do any-
thing you want to, which is why 
it’s easy to get bogged down in 
the beginning. Keep in mind that 
while you can always change it, 
you have to write it first. 

Now, do you want to know the 
Writing Fairy’s major-super-
bonus-end-all-be-all secret? Here 
it is. Keep it quiet. Put it in the 
bag somewhere next to the cat or 
under your hat if you prefer. Here 
is my secret. You are a writer. 
Right now. With only what you 
have in your head as it is. You 
don’t need anything else. You are 
a writer. You just need to keep 
writing. Don’t let the Writing 
Fairy tell you that you aren’t. That 
you need something more, that 
you’re pretending to be something 
you’re not. Hemmingway wasn’t 
Hemmingway when he started. 
He was just a guy names Ernest 
who sat down at his typewriter. 
Believe me. You are a writer. You 
are a writer. You are a writer. And 
no, you don’t have to repeat that 
while clicking your heels three 
times. You don’t have to do any-
thing but write. And that’s the 
Writing Fairy’s horrible little se-
cret.  

I stumbled upon the moment I 
stopped waiting for her to show 
me a sign that the time was right 
to actually start typing and just 
went ahead and did it. Now is the 
right time; now or never. 

So let’s go back to the ques-
tion at the beginning of this arti-
cle.  Any ideas on what those 
three books have in common? 

They’re all in English? 
Okay, I’ll add Les Miserables 
to the list. They’re all from the 
last few centuries? Okay, let’s 
throw The Iliad on there. Give 
up? What those books have in 
common, what every book 
you read has in common, is 
that it was written. Simple 
isn’t it? I told you it was. That 
is the only difference between 
what is in your head and any 
book you have ever picked up. 
All the books you see every 
day were actually written. 
Someone sat down and wrote 
them out. That it. That’s the 
secret. That’s what the Writ-
ing Fairy is hiding from you. 
You’re ready to write your 
book. You just have to sit 
down and do it. I said that the 
secret was simple…I also 
called it horrifyingly so at the 
beginning of this article. Why 
is it horrifying? Because, as 
I’ve mentioned, the Writing 
Fairy is you. She makes it 
seem like she’s someone else. 
Someone or something you’re 
waiting for before you begin. 
But that someone or some-
thing doesn’t exist. The only 
thing that exists is the fears 
she creates inside of your 
head. And that means that the 
person telling you to wait is 
you. The person holding you 
back is you. The person hesi-
tating to write is you. And the 
only person who can make 
you ignore all of this and just 
start writing…you guessed 
it…is you. So come on, stop 
reading this, open up a new 
document, start clicking away 
at those keys, don’t be afraid, 
just trust me on this one…
you’re a writer. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Joseph Devon is the author of 
two novels, numerous articles, and 
full time freelance author. To learn 
more about him or to read more 
please visit josephdevon.com  

The Myth of the Writing Fairy  Continued from Page 3
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Writer’s Bookshelf 

Foundation News 

There’s still time to en-
courage young talented 
writers to submit a 
scholarship application. 
The application form is 
available online. 

We will not be holding 
the Victorian Tea this 
year.  We seem to have 
lost some of the key 
contacts to make it all 
come together this year, 
so we will be spending 
the next few months re-
establishing those con-
tacts in order to have a 
roaring start for 2023.   

NWA BOOKSTORE 

Now, through your National 
Writers Association mem-
bership, you can save up to 
80% off the list price of 
office supplies. 

Penny Wise Office Prod-
ucts offers huge selection, 
free overnight delivery, 
guaranteed lowest prices, 
and an additional 3%
savings for ordering on-line 
at www.penny-wise.com 
For further details, call 800-
942-3311 and mention your
NWA membership to re-
ceive your exclusive dis-
counts.

Be sure to ask about Penny 
Wise’s special Welcome 
Kit offer—$75.00 worth of 
office supplies for $24.99. 

NWA BOOKSTORE 

NWA GUIDE TO WRITING FOR 
BEGINNERS  

Basics for every writer by Sandy 
Whelchel  

Rowman and Littlefield publishers $24.95 
+ $2.20 p&h (retail $25.95)

THE FREELANCE WRITER’S  
BIBLE  

by Dave Trottier  

Don’t miss this book. $18.15 + 2.50 p&h  

ALL THE ABOVE BOOKS MAY BE 
ORDERED THROUGH NWA.  

National Writers Press, Inc. 

NWP is now accepting new 
manuscripts for a 2024 
release date. 

PUBLISHING QUALITY, 
ROYALTY FICTION AND 
NONFICTION. 

No unsolicited manuscripts. 
Accepting e-mail and mail 
queries. 

For more information about 
the National Writers Press, 
visit their website at: 
www.nationalwriterspress.com 

E-mail
natlwriterspress
@hotmail.com
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Just for Laughs 
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BOOKS BY MEMBERS 

Our cartoonist Richard Haigler has pub-
lished his children’s book, The Worry Wart, 

available on Amazon.  

Good News and Books by Members 

FYI 

***If you’re considering 
working with an agent or a 
publisher, please contact 
us for current information. 
Please con-tact us on our 
website at
www.nationalwriters.com,  
or email us at  
Natlwritersassn 
@hotmail.com*** 

T   T  
D  

“Y     
  .” 

-R  B

The Worry Wart worries 
A LOT! In making this 
point to his best friend, he 
describes worries that go 
from the every day and 
mundane to the comically 
outlandish! Can his friend 
help? Are there limits to 
how much a Worry Wart 
worries? The answers 
may surprise you. Both 
parents and kids can en-
joy this book together. 
Using humor and creativ-
ity, The Worry 
Wart attempts to deal 
with the very serious sub-
ject of anxiety in a light-
hearted way and hopeful-
ly show that the world 
doesn't have to be such a 
scary place. 

Congratulations, Richard! 

Do YOU have a new book 
that has been released? 
We would love to share 
your joy with other NWA 
Members! 

Simply e-mail us at:  
natlwritersassn@hotmail.c
om 
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Camels of the Sierra Nevada 
by Durlynn Anema 

$14.95 
ISBN: 978-0-88100-178-5 

In the early 1860’s Otto Esche, a San Francisco businessman, went to Northern Asia (called 
The Orient in those days) to buy several herds of Bactrian camels, then sent them to San Fran-
cisco.  Julius Bandmann, another San Francisco businessman, purchased ten of these camels in 
1860 with the goal of using them as pack animals.  From 1861-64 he sent a caravan of nine 
camels each year over the Big Tree-Carson Valley Road to Nevada.  The camels were used to 
transport salt, wood, and other merchandise to the silver mines in the Comstock Lode.    

Why camels?  Esche and Bandmann were familiar with the U. S. Army’s camel experiment in 
the late 1850‘s.  They envisioned camels as a resource to increase the freight loads while econo-
mizing on maintenance of the animals.  Camels could carry twice the loads of other pack ani-
mals plus walk several miles further, could forage on desert plants no other animal would eat, 
could go long periods without water.   With these attributes, why did this idea fail? 

Durlynn Anema, author of over twenty books, is a native Californian who has been involved 
with California history and geography her entire life.  She and her family spent many summers 
camping, hiking, backpacking, and driving the areas described in this book.   She can be 
reached at durlynnca@gmail.com. 

Meet the Press 
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SERVICES 

Experienced transcriptionist seeks clients. 
All genres. Experience with research/book 
proposals/interviews/ narrative. Transcribe 
from tapes, CD, video, digital file. Confiden-
tiality maintained. Short turnaround time, 
accurate transcriptions. E-mail completed 
transcriptions/invoices directly to your com-
puter. Payment by check. Contact: Paula 
Hancock at  
writersnetwork@roadrunner.com. 

************************************ 

Have a story to tell but no outlet? Take charge 
of your craft. Published your memoirs, your 
scrapbooks, your journals, your travel photos, 
your works of watercolor art, your fairytales. 
Publish then into quality, four color books with 
sewn bindings. Go to www.storytellersrus.com 
and begin. The writer within deserves this 
chance to make a difference. 

Transcriptionist seeks clients. All genres. 
Works with digital files sent via InternetCon-
fidentiality maintained. Contact: Kimperly 
Mulwa at m.kimperly@gmail.com 

Show Window Advertising 
Have you Visited the NWA Website lately? 

We have updated our Links page to 
include handy to links enabling you to 
advance your writing career. 
Links include: 

*Copyright Office
*APSS
*Blurbeo
*Health Insurance
AND MORE!

Visit the Links page today! 

Have we missed a link? Would you 
like a link for your writing based company? 
Let us know! 
***************************************** 

PUBLISHING 
Get Published, not turned down. Reflections in 

Writing www.freewebs.com/jvt01 
Email us for a free evaluation/ 
c o n s u l t a t i o n - q u o t e : 

newauthors@mail.com 

FOUNDATION NEWS 

NWA will begin accepting scholarship applications , with 
a deadline of December 31.  

natlwritersassn@hotmail.com for more information. 

http://www.matchingdonors.com/
life/index.cfm?page=p011 
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NOTICE: 

Chapters are a great way 
to network, form critique 
groups, and generally get in 
touch. 

 Remember, membership 
with an active NWA chapter 
gives you a $5.00 discount 
on your NWA member dues. 

Contact NWA for infor-
mation on starting a chapter 
or joining one in your area. 
We encourage our members 
to visit with their local chap-
ters. 

You can also request re-
search report #112 for more 
information. The meetings 
are a great way to network 
with fellow writers, so drop 
by the next NWA chapter 
meeting in your area. 

FOOTHILLS CHAPTER 

An NWA Chapter has 
formed in the Evergreen, 
Colorado area. The Foot-
hills& Vicinity Writers 
Group meets in Evergreen 
on the 4th Saturday of every 
month. For time, location, 
and program agenda, contact 
Jo Ann M. Colton at 
jmccwrt@aol.com 

FOOTHILLS CHAPTER 

An NWA Chapter has 
formed in the Evergreen, 
Colorado area. The Foot-
hills& Vicinity Writers 
Group meets in Evergreen 
on the 4th Saturday of every 
month. For time, location, 
and program agenda, contact 
Jo Ann M. Colton at 
jmccwrt@aol.com 

SOUTH FLORIDA 
CHAPTER 

The chapter regularly meets at 
the Coral Gables Holiday Inn op-
posite the University of Miami at 
10:00 a.m. on the first Saturday 
of each month. They hold addi-
tional critique groups for fiction, 
nonfiction, short stories, poetry, 
religious works and writing tech-
niques. 
Write to the chapter at P.O. 
Box 570415, Miami, FL 53257-
0415 . 

HONOLULU CHAPTER 

The Honolulu Chapter is current-
ly moving their meetings to sev-
eral locations. 
Please check the NWA newslet-
ter for the location of their cur-
rent meeting. They are accepting 
membership from all NWA 
members living in and around 
Hawaii, this includes members 
living in Guam and other Pacific 
Islands. Send #10 envelope to 
Robert T. Tanouye at the address 
below. They hold their meet-
ings— from January to Novem-
ber— on the first Monday of 
each month. 
Contact president Robert-
Tanouye at: 1015 N. School St. 
#A-802, Honolulu, HI 96817 or 
call (808-845-9585). 

Chapter News 

VIRGINIA CHAPTER 

We welcome members of the 
newly organized Chapter in 
Richmond, Virginia. Robblynn 
Bonner has been working hard 
to get this group organized. If 
you live in the area and are in-
terested in the group, e-mail 
Robblynn at 
rlynnb1@yahoo.com 

WRITE-ON HOOSIERS, INC 

We welcome our newest chap-
ter, the Write-On Hoosiers in 
Crown Point, IN. Sharon Palm-
eri is the President. She can be 
contacted by calling  
219-663-7307 or by e-mailing
journe3@attiglobal.net

************************* 

Any corrections or additions to 
Chapter Information should be 
sent to:  

NWA Chapters, 10940 S. Parker 
Rd, #508, Parker, CO 80134 OR 
e-mail us at
natlwritersassn@hotmail.com

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 

The NWA/LAC president is 
Tom 
Howard. The chapter meets at 
the 
Marie Callender’s Restaurant, 
10050 Riverside Drive, Toluca 
Lake, CA. 
For further information contact 
Tom at Tom4art2@aol.com 
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NWA NOVEL 
CONTEST 

OPENS December annually 

PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST: 
The purpose of the National Writers Assn. Novel Contest is to encourage the development of crea-
tive skills, recognize and reward outstanding ability in the area of novel writing. 

CONTEST RULES : 
Any genre or category of novel manuscript may be entered.  All entries must be postmarked by April 1.  
Only unpublished works may be submitted.  All manuscripts must be typed, double-spaced, in the English 
language. Maximum length is 100,000 words. Those unsure of proper manuscript format should request Research 
Report #35. 

The entry must be accompanied by entry form (photocopies are acceptable), entry fee of $35  per submission, 
and return SASE if you wish the material and rating sheets returned.  SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE 
RETURNED WITHOUT SASE.  The U.S. Postal Service will not allow us to use your metered postage 
unless it is undated. Receipt of entry will not be acknowledged without a return postcard. Author's name and 
address must appear on the first page.  Entries remain the property of the author and may be submitted during the 
contest as long as they are not published before the final announcement of winners. 

JUDGING AND PRIZES 
Judging will be based on originality, marketability, research, and reader interest.  Copies of the judges evalu-
ation sheets will be sent to entrants furnishing an SASE with their entry. First through fifth place awards will be 
presented at the annual NWAF Conference. 1st Prize -- $500 and possible representation; 2nd Prize -- $250;
3rd Prize -- $150; 4th through 10th places will receive a book of the winner's choice. Honorable Mentions receive 
a certificate. 

ENTRY FEE AND CRITIQUES 
The entry fee per submission is $35. If you wish to have your submission critiqued, please request this on the 
entry form. Entry fees are used to pay judges and prize money. 

NWA NOVEL CONTEST FORM 
To:NWA NOVEL Contest 
National Writers Assn.  
10940 S. Parker Rd. #508 
Parker, CO 80134 

Please enter the enclosed entry (title) in the NWA Novel Contest. 
My entry fee $35 is enclosed. 

Please charge my MasterCard Visa # Exp. date CVV

NAME (PLEASE 
PRINT)
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP
TELEPHONE #

  You may retain my submission for a critique after judging. I am enclosing an additional 
$1 per page for a critique. 

For NWA Use Only 
Entry #_____________ 
RP Y/N_____________ 
Date_______________ 
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AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES 

PURPOSE: Authorship magazine is the “in-house” publication for the National Writers Assn. It 
is read by thousands of members on a quarterly basis. Currently the magazine is a 16 to 24- 
page publication with a four color cover. 

SCOPE: Articles submitted for consideration to Authorship should have a writing slant. Materi-
al should deal with writing “how-to’s” or current market trends. We are overstocked on inspira-
tional “How I became a successful writer...” type material and will not be interested in any of 
these articles. Articles slanted toward aspects of fiction—creating characters, setting scenes, etc. 
are of interest and will be our primary interest. Humor is a plus — writing is serious enough 
without a totally serious article. 

We do not accept fiction. Poetry is published in our winter issue, if it has a writing theme. 

SUBMISSIONS: All submissions should be in standard manuscript format, approximately 
1,250 to 1,500 words, accompanied by an SASE if the material is to be returned. Authorship 
uses AP style with the exception of state abbreviations. If the author is not aware of proper 
manuscript format, they should request NWA RR#35 prior to submitting. Manuscripts accepted 
for publication will be requested via e-mail in Microsoft Word format in text files with line 
breaks. NO tabs, fancy fonts, bullets, charts, or tables. If charts or tables are necessary, submit 
them like art work. Electronic files will be given preferred treatment as this prevents typos in 
final copy. 

Sharp clear photos of article authors will be requested if material is accepted. 

PAYMENT: We are currently paying $10 honorarium per article or a $10 reduction on mem-
bership dues. 




